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New	Testament	Through	Maps	

Class 1 

Purpose: Provide a visual aid to understand the New Testament writings including how it is organized 

and unified.  An attempt a harmonizing the Gospel accounts and provide dates. 

1. Jesus’ ministry was limited to a small 100 mile strip of land. 

2. Jesus has a 3 year ministry where each year he moved south for Passover. 

3. 4 Gospels - Matt, Mark, Luke, John - different accounts of Jesus’ life with varying overlapping 

stories (confusing at times).  In additon, Acts’ frequent use of name and places is confusing 

without a map. 

References for Class 1: 

http://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/CN091MAPS.htm   (Calvin College Website, Jesus’ Ministry) 

http://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/CN092MAPS1.htm  (Calvin College Website, Paul’s Journeys) 

NIV Study Bible (Maps), Holman Bible Publishers, 1983 
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Early Period (Birth, 12yrs, AD27-28) 

0. 6-4BC – Birth of Jesus at Beth. (Lk 2). Presented at 

the temple at Jerusalem (Lk 2). Escape to Egypt 

(Mt 2), then Nazareth.  Boy at Temple (Lk 2) 

1. (see Later Journeys Map) Raised in Nazareth for 

20 yrs (Mt 2; Lk 3). Baptized at Bethany across 

Jordan River (Mt 3; Mk 1). Temptation at Judean 

Desert (Mt 4; Mk 1; Lk 4). Gather Disciples at 

Bethany (Jn 1) 

2. Return to Cana (Jn 2) 

3. Stay at Capernaum with mother & disc (Jn 2) 

4. Travel to Jerusalem for Passover, meets money 

changers, Nicodemus (Jn 2,3).  

5. Woman at well in Samaria (Jn 4). Heals official son 

in Caper. while in Cana (Mt 4; Mk 1; Lk 4; Jn 4) 

6. Return home to Nazareth & rejected (Lk 4) 

7. Moves to Caper., calls disciples (Mt 4; Mk 1; Lk 4-

5), heals madman (Mk 1; Lk 4).  Heals Peter’s 

mother in law (Mt 8; Mk 1; Lk 4) 

Galilean Tours (AD 28-29) 

1. Jesus travels throughout Galilee preaching and 

healing (Mt 4; Mk 1); including leper (Mt 8, Mk 1; 

Lk 5). Returns to Caper. Heals paralyzed man (Mt 

9; Mk 2; Lk 5). Calls Mt (Mt 9; Mk 2, Lk 5) 

2. Moves to Jer. (2nd Passover? In Jn 5).  Heal cripple 

at Pool of Bethesda (Jn 5) 

3. Returns from Jer. & heals shriveled hand (Mt 12; 

Mk 3; Lk 6) and others (Mt 12; Mk 3) 

4. Selects 12 apostles (Mt 10; Lk 6). Sermon on 

Mount (Mt 5; Lk 6). Heals Centur. Servant (Mt 8; 

Lk 7). Preach in Nain (Lk 7-8) 

5. Sails across Sea of Galilee & calms storm (Mt 8; 

Mk 4; Lk 8). Heals madman (Mt 8; Mk 5; Lk 8). Sail 

back & raises Jairus’ daughter (Mt 9: Mk 5; Lk 8) 

6. Moves to Nazareth & rejected again (Mk 6; Mt 13). Sends out 

12 in Galilee (Mt 10: Mk 6; Lk 9).  At Caper, feeds 5000 (Mt 14; 

Mk 6; Lk 9; Jn 6).  

7. At Sea of Galilee, Jesus walks on water (Mt 14; Mk 6; Jn 6) 

Later Journeys (AD29-30) 

1. Retires to Tyre/Sidon & heals Gentile woman’s daughter (Mt 

15: Mk 7).  

2. Returning to Galilee through Decapolis, he heals deaf/mute 

man (Mk 7) & feeds 4000 (Mt 15; Mk 8).  Crosses Sea of 

Galilee (Mt 15; Mk 8). Pharisees ask for a sign (Mt 16, Mk 8) 

3. Cont. to Bethsaida.  Blind man healed (Mk 8). 

4. Travels to Caesarea Philippi, Peter confesses Jesus is Christ 

(Mt 16; Mk 8). Mt. Hermon, transfig. (Mt 17; Mk 9; Lk 9) 

5. Galilee (Mt. 17; Mk 9).  Caper. (Mk 9).  Jesus paid temple 

tax with fish (Mt 17).  Remain in Galilee (Jn 7) 

6. Leaves for Jer. (Mt 19; Mk 10).  Heals 10 lepers in 

Samaria (Lk 17).  In Jer, forgives woman caught in 

adultery (Jn 8) & heals blind man (Jn 9). Visits Martha & 

Mary at Bethany (Lk 10) 

7. Withdraws to Bethany across the Jordan (Jn 10). Return 

to Bethany to raise Lazarus (Jn 11) 

8. Withdraws to Ephraim (Jn 11) 

9. Crosses Jordon, blesses children, speak to rich young 

ruler (Mt 19; Mk 10; Lk 18). Travels to Jer. & converts 

Zacchaeus (Lk 19).  Reachs Bethany, anoints Mary (Jn 

12). Triumphal entry & last wk (Mt 21: Mk 11; Lk 19,21) 
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Early Jerusalem Church (AD 34-45) 

1. Acts 1-8 occur in and around Jerusalem.  Stoning of 

Stephen (Acts 8).  Ethiopian eunuch (east of Jer.).  Paul 

sees JC at Damascus (Acts 9). Goes to Jer. And settles in 

Tarsus (Acts 11). Conversion of Gentile Cornelius at 

Caesarea (Acts 10).  Letter by James written before 

Council of Jer. (AD 49) 

Paul’s 1st Journey (AD 46-48) – Acts 13:4-15:35 

2. From Antioch, sailed to Cyprus.  Clash with Bar-Jesus. 

3. Sails to Perga, John Mark left returning to Jer. 

4. Went to Iconium. Hostile movement from Jews/Gentile 

and fled Lystra & Derbe proclaiming Gospel. Healed a 

cripple in Lystra.  Some in Antioch and Icomium stoned 

Paul.  Arrived back at Perga & Attilia & sailed back to 

Antioch.  Travels to Jer.  for council.  Galatians written?  

After council, returns to Antioch. 

Paul’s 2nd Journey (AD 49-52) – Acts 15:36-18:23 

5. Paul chooses Silas & leave from Antioch strengthening 

church in Cilicia.  Passed by Derbe/Lystra & met Timothy.  

6. Passed by Phyrgia/Galatia by HS stopped them from 

speaking God’s message.  At Troas, Paul has vision to 

come to Macedonia. 

7. Set sail to Samothrace, then went to Philippi.  Convert 

Lydia, conflict over a girl, beaten, imprisoned, released. 

4 

5 

Damascus • 

8. Arrived at Thessalonica, convert large number and 

infuriate Jews.  Brothers sent Paul/Silas to Beroca.  Went 

to synagogue and Jew eagerly accepted.   

9. Fled to Athens & preached there, some accepted.  Went 

to Corinth & found a Jew Aquila/Priscilla.  Spoke a 

synagogue, was rejected and preached to Gentiles.  

Stayed 18 months. 

10. Apollos.  Cut his hair & went to Ephesus & preached. 

11. Set sail for Caesarea.  Paid respect to Church in Jer, then 

returned to Antioch.  Paul writes Thessalonians during 

second journey. 

Paul’s 3rd Journey (AD 53-58) – Acts 18:23-21:17 

12. Paul leaves from Antioch and systematically visits church 

in Galatia and Phyrgia encouraging disciples. 

13. Goes to Ephesus & baptized disciples in the HS.  Stays in 

Ephesus 3 yrs.  Paul probably writes I Corinthians 

14. Travels throughout Macedonia.  Sends Tim./Erastus to 

Philippi & Thess.  Travels to Greece, stays 3 months.  

Paul writes II Corinthians after report from Titus. 

Returns through same path to Troas.   

15. Set sail to Jerusalem.  Stops in Mitylene, Chios, Miletus.  

At Miletus, says farewell to elders of Ephesus.  Stops at 

Cos, Rhodes, Patara, landed at Tyre.  Arrived at Jer. Paul 

writes Romans (AD57-58) 
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Paul’s Journey to Rome (AD 58-61) - Acts 27:12-28:31 

1. 2 yrs after arrest in Jer., Paul is in Caesarea.  Set sail 

arriving at Sidon. Set sail to Cyprus but wind pushes 

them to Myra. 

2. Centurion found a ship bound for Italy.  Wind forces 

stop at Cnidus and Fair Havens on Is. of Crete. 

3. In spite of Paul’s warning, the ship continues on its way.  

Terrific gale sweeps ship.  Hit a storm for 14 days and 

landed on Malta. 

4. After 3 month, set sail to Syracuse & then to 

Rheguim/Puteoli. 

5. Arrived at Rome and given permission to live alone with 

soldier guarding.  Stayed at least 2 yrs.  He is either 

released or executed. Paul wrote Colossians, Philemon, 

Ephesians, Philippians during first imprisonment. 

Assuming release and re-arrest scenario, Paul wrote I 

Timothy (AD66), Titus (AD66), II Timothy (AD67). 

 

Note – Galatians has 4 possible dates.  If south Galatia, 

Paul possibly wrote on way to Council of Jer. (AD49).  

Church of South Galatia, Paul established on First Journey 

(AD46-48).  If north Galatia, Paul wrote from Macedonia 

on third journey (AD 56-57).  Or, Churches of North Galatia 

established on his second journey (AD49-53). 

Other Letters Dates 

• Hebrews – Author unknown, AD64-69 

• I Peter – probably written from Rome AD64 

• II Peter – AD66, before AD70 and after Paul’s letters 

• Jude – probably AD68-69, after II Peter & before AD70 

• I & II & III John – probably AD90-95 

• Revelations – John in exile on Is. of Patmos AD90-95 

 

Observations 

1. The NT historical record is very detailed citing names, 

locations, and events that can be verified. 

2. Writers of Gospels/Acts (especially Luke/Acts) have 

explicitly stated that they were trying to write an 

authentic record (Lk 1, Jn 21). 

3. Letters of Paul mirror/correlate his journeys recorded in 

Acts. 

4. Dating of NT is within one generation (eyewitnesses) of 

the death/resurrection of Christ. 
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