ONE SHOT SERMON STUDY GUIDE

The Invitation to the Table
Text: Luke 14:12-24

Bottom Line:
God generously invites us to His kingdom, and those who belong to Him are sent to invite
others to His table.

Key Idea:

Jesus tells the parable of the Great Banquet to expose the danger of being familiar with God’s
invitation but refusing to respond. The kingdom belongs to those who receive the invitation with
humility, and the mission belongs to those who go out with open arms.

READ

Read Luke 14:12-24 aloud.

Jesus is at a meal with religious leaders when He begins teaching about hospitality, honor, and
the kingdom of God. Someone at the table says, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in
the kingdom of God.” In response, Jesus tells a story about a great banquet where the expected
guests make excuses, and the unexpected guests are brought in.

The parable reminds us that God’s kingdom is a gift, not an achievement. It also reminds us that
the invitation is urgent, generous, and wider than many people expect.

DISCUSS

1. What stands out to you most in this parable: the invitation, the excuses, the anger of the
host, or the surprising guest list?

2. Why do you think Jesus told this story at a meal with religious people?

3. The invited guests do not reject the banquet rudely. They simply have other things to do.
What makes ordinary distractions spiritually dangerous?

4. Jesus’ guest list includes the poor, crippled, blind, lame, and those outside the expected
circle. What does that reveal about the heart of God? Who could that represent in our
community?
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COME AND SEE

The Kingdom Is a Banquet

Throughout Scripture, salvation is often pictured as a feast. God’s future is not merely escape
from judgment, but joyful communion with Him and His people.

See also: Isaiah 25:6-9; Matthew 8:11; Revelation 19:6-9

The Invitation Requires a Response

The first invited guests had received the invitation, but when the banquet was ready, they made
excuses. Jesus warns that religious familiarity is not the same as surrender. The kingdom
invitation must be received.

See also: Luke 13:22-30; Matthew 22:1-14; Hebrews 2:1-3

God’s Table Is Wider Than We Expect

Jesus challenges the assumption that only the respectable, religious, or socially approved belong
at God’s feast. The host sends servants to bring in those who would never assume they were
invited.

See also: Luke 6:20-21; Luke 7:36-50; Luke 15:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Those Who Are Invited Become Inviters

The servant is sent into the streets, lanes, roads, and country paths. The heart of God is that His
house would be full. Those who have received grace are sent to extend grace.

See also: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20

FOLLOW ME

1. Receive the Invitation Personally

The parable presses a question on every listener: Have you truly responded to the invitation of
Jesus?

e Where are you tempted to confuse familiarity with Jesus for surrender to Jesus?
e Are there parts of your life where you are still saying, “Not now”?
e What would it look like to RSVP to Jesus with your whole life?
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2. Name What Competes with the Kingdom

The excuses in the parable are not scandalous. They are ordinary: property, work, marriage,
responsibility, busyness. Good things can become ultimate things when they keep us from
responding to God.

e What good things most often crowd out your attention to Jesus?
e Where has comfort, success, family, reputation, or routine become more urgent than the

kingdom?

Prayer Prompt:
“Lord, show me the excuses I have learned to call responsibilities.”

3. Examine Your Guest List
Jesus challenges His listeners to invite those who cannot repay them.
e Who do you naturally make room for at your table?

e Who is easy for you to overlook, avoid, or keep at a distance?
e What kinds of people might Jesus be inviting you to welcome more intentionally?

4. Go Outside the Circle

The servant is told to go beyond the expected places. God’s invitation moves outward to the
overlooked, marginalized, wounded, and unlikely.

e Where are the “streets and lanes” in your daily life?
e Who is near you but outside your normal circle?

5. Practice Open-Armed Hospitality
Hospitality is not only entertaining friends. It is making room for people in the name of Jesus.
e How can your home, table, calendar, or conversation become more open?
o What keeps you from practicing hospitality: fear, inconvenience, busyness, judgment, or
discomfort?

e What is one simple way you could communicate, “There is room for you?

Cross Reference:
Read Romans 12:13 and Hebrews 13:1-2. What do these passages add to Jesus’ teaching?
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GO AND BE

This week, respond to the invitation and extend the invitation.

RSVP to Jesus
Take ten quiet minutes and ask:
Jesus, where have I been delaying my response to You?
What excuse have I been hiding behind?
What would obedience look like this week?
Write down one clear step of response.
Make Room at the Table
Choose one person or group you would not normally move toward.
Take one practical step:
e invite someone to coffee,
e share a meal,
e sit with someone new,
o serve with NorthEast of the Well or another ministry,
o ask someone’s story and listen,

e pray for someone you usually overlook,
e welcome someone who cannot repay you.

Carry the Invitation
Pray each day this week:

“Lord, thank You for inviting me to Your table. Open my eyes to those You are inviting
next. Give me courage to go outside my circle with open arms.”



