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BECAUSE GOD IS ON HIS THRONE
Text: Habakkuk 2:5-20

Bottom Line:
Because God is on His throne, His people do not have to panic.

Key Idea:

Habakkuk 2 reminds us that evil may look powerful for a season, but God has already written its
ending. The future does not depend on our ability to control it. God will judge evil, fill the earth
with His glory, and reign from His holy temple.

READ

Read Habakkuk 2:5-20 aloud.

Habakkuk has been waiting for God’s answer. God tells him that Babylon may look strong,
wealthy, violent, and unstoppable, but its way of life is already under judgment. Babylon builds
by taking, exploiting, shaming, and worshiping lifeless idols.

But Babylon does not get the final word.

God says, “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the
waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). Then the chapter ends with this declaration: “The
LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).

DISCUSS

1. When life feels out of control, what do you instinctively try to fix, manage, or carry
yourself?

2. Why is it so hard to accept that we are not big enough to make everything right?

3. Babylon built its life on greed, fear, violence, shame, and idols. Where do you see
“Babylon’s materials” at work in our culture today?

4. Where are you tempted to build with control, overwork, pressure, image, silence, or
performance?

5. What changes when you remember that God has already written evil’s ending?

COME AND SEE

God Has Already Written Evil’s Ending
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Babylon looks powerful, but God pronounces a funeral song over it. Evil can build, boast,
consume, and intimidate for a time, but it cannot last. God is not fooled by power, success, or
image. He sees what is built on injustice, and He will bring it down.

See also: Psalm 37:1-11; Isaiah 13:19-22; Revelation 18:1-8

God Is Filling the Future with Glory

Habakkuk 2:14 is one of the great hope-filled promises of Scripture. God’s plan is not only to
forgive sin, but to restore all things. His glory will fill the earth as completely as water fills the
sea.

The world is not being swallowed by evil. It is being flooded by glory.

See also: Numbers 14:21; Isaiah 11:6-9; Romans 8:18-25; Revelation 21:1-5

God Is Seated, So We Can Stand Firm
Habakkuk 2:20 does not picture God pacing, panicking, reacting, or scrambling. The Lord is in
His holy temple. He reigns. The call to silence is not despair. It is surrender, worship, and trust

before the God who sees, judges, restores, and reigns.

See also: Psalm 46:10; Psalm 11:4; Isaiah 6:1-5; Zechariah 2:13

FOLLOW ME

1. Name What You Are Trying to Control
We often try to control most tightly what we fear losing most deeply.

o What situation are you trying to manage, fix, or force right now?

e Where has your desire to help become anxiety, pressure, or control?

e What would it look like to entrust that person or situation to the Father without becoming
passive or detached?

2. Examine What You Are Building With
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Babylon built with fear, greed, pride, exploitation, and idols. God’s people are called to build
differently.

e Where are you tempted to build with fear?

e Where are you tempted to build with overwork or performance?

e Where are you tempted to build with pressure, especially toward people you love?
e Where has something other than God taken the center of your life?

Ask:
Is the way I am building my life, family, work, or future consistent with the kingdom God is
bringing?

3. Receive the Freedom of God’s Throne

If God is seated on His throne, you do not have to live as though everything depends on you.

e What burden are you carrying that only God is strong enough to hold?

e What would prayer look like if you truly believed God was neither absent nor anxious?

o How might silence before God reshape your anxiety, ambition, parenting, leadership, or
work?

Practice:
Sit silently before God for five minutes. Do not fix, perform, plan, or explain. Simply pray:
“Lord, You are in Your holy temple. Teach my soul to be still before You.”

4. Live as a Preview of Glory
God’s future is not escapism. It shapes ordinary faithfulness now.

e Where can your home, work, words, or relationships become a small preview of God’s
coming restoration?

e What is one act of humility, courage, confession, encouragement, or mercy that would
bear witness to God’s future?

e How can you use whatever power you have to serve rather than control?

Reflect:
Every act of love, repentance, justice, patience, forgiveness, and encouragement is a small
signpost pointing toward the day God makes all things new.

5. Let Yourself Be Fathered
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Before you are a parent, leader, worker, spouse, or friend, you are a child before God.
Read Romans 8:32.
e What do you need to receive from the Father before you try to give to others?

e Where are you pretending to be God instead of resting in God?
e How does the Father’s love free you from panic, pressure, and performance?

GO AND BE

This week, choose one way to live in light of God’s future.

Build One Preview of Glory

Do one concrete thing in your home, workplace, or relationships that bears witness to the future
God has promised.

You might:

e Pray for one person by name.

e Write one sentence of blessing.

e Make one apology.

o Put the phone away for one meal.

e Ask one good question and listen fully.

e Speak encouragement where you normally give correction.

e Use your influence to lift someone up instead of control an outcome.

Be Still Before the Father

Take five minutes a day this week.

No phone.

No fixing.

No performing.

Sit before the Father who is on His throne.

Let yourself be fathered by God.

Because the best fathers, parents, leaders, and disciples are not people who pretend to be God.
They are people who know they are loved by God.
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