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Intro

Jesus often taught in parables—everyday earthly stories that reveal deeper spiritual truths. The Parable of the
Ten Virgins illustrates the importance of being spiritually prepared for Christ's return.

Can you imagine being invited to the wedding of the century? The kind of event where every detalil is
meticulously planned, and no guest would dare be unprepared? This is the picture Jesus paints, urging us to
be ready for His coming.

How are you preparing your heart and life for the return of Christ?

Study and Reflection

The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13)

"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise..." (Matthew 25:1-2).

In ancient Jewish weddings, the bridesmaids had a crucial role—to light the way for the bridegroom’s arrival.
However, some of them were not prepared, illustrating how we, too, can miss out on God's promises if we are
not spiritually ready.

Key Aspects of the Parable

1. The Groom Represents Jesus

* The Bible uses the metaphor of the bride and groom to represent Jesus and the Church. Just as a groom
prepares a home for his bride, Jesus is preparing a place for us (John 14:3).

2. The Bridesmaids Represent Us
* We are chosen to be part of the wedding procession, playing a role in making much of the groom.
* However, some were wise and some were foolish in their preparation.

3. The Qil Represents Our Relationship with Jesus

* The wise virgins brought extra oil, symbolizing a personal and prepared faith.

* The foolish ones tried to rely on others’ oll, illustrating that we cannot borrow faith—we must have our own
relationship with Christ.
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Application
We must be prepared for Christ’s return by keeping our spiritual lamps burning.
e Stay Watchful — "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour" (Matthew 25:13).

* Strengthen Your Faith - Just as the rescued rats in Curt Richter’s experiment swam longer when given
hope, our endurance grows when we trust in Jesus’ promises.

* Stay Captivated by the Groom and the Wedding
* Jesus is the ultimate groom—Iloving, sacrificial, and faithful.
* The wedding (His return) is the greatest celebration we could ever be part of.

Group Discussion Questions

¢ What does it mean to be spiritually prepared?

¢ How can we ensure that our "lamps" have enough oil?
¢ What distractions might lull us to sleep spiritually?

Reflection and Prayer

¢ Ask God to reveal any areas where you may be unprepared.

* Pray for a heart that remains watchful and ready for Christ's return.
* Thank God for the invitation to be part of His kingdom celebration.

Resources for Further Study

® The Parables of Jesus by RT. Kendall

® The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard
* Secrets of the Vine by Bruce Wilkinson
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