
Global Impact - Week I 
Introduction 
 For our first week in 2021, we are in the book of Colossians. As we follow Christ and are 
faithful in our calling, walk together, and serve together, that naturally pours into people around 
us, in and through our community, into the neighborhood, and ultimately the world. Therefore, 
the impact of our living as a “Neighborhood Church” is far beyond what we can see, control or 
even contain.  

As you take sometime to reflect over the past few months, share with your group where you have 
seen God working.  

What are you hoping to see differently in 2021?   

Look over the text together:  
Colossians 1:1-14 

Diving Deeper 
“The faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which 
you have already heard in the true message of the gospel that has come to you. In the same 

way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world — just as it has 
been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace” 

Paul, verses 5 & 6; NIV/NLT 

 Paul and Timothy are expressing this sort of overflow from a gospel message that has shot 
straight into the people in Colossae’s hearts. As Bryan Eckelmann said in his sermon this 
weekend, this overflow is like the tiny seedling of a mighty sequoia tree. The seedling is part of 
the tree’s DNA, and at it’s core is what it was originally intended to be without even knowing it. 
Like the gospel, the sequoia cone is made for great and incredible things. Starting small, with a 
country Rabi and twelve random guys (the disciples), or even with an individual, it may begin 
with a small act of kindness or something you stumble upon in a book! BUT then it begins to 
grow, and Paul, in verse six states that it is growing throughout the whole world! Just as it had 
begun small within you since the day you heard it.  

How does this happen? How does the Gospel grow like a Sequoia seedling? 



 Paul describes this growth so humbly and simply, “You have heard, learned it from 
Epaphras…” Epaphras, by the introduction given by Paul in verse 7, is just a faithful christian, 
perhaps just like you and I. This is the beauty of the gospel, that it is shared from one person to 
another!  

What is our role in spreading the gospel? 

 By God’s design you and I still have a role to play. God is fashioning us into completely 
different people, with all of our characteristics but in a whole new way. This from being people 
(as described by Paul in verses 10-14) who live with boldness, for he has rescued you and I from 
the dominion of darkness AND brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves. God is shaping 
us into people who are more like him, who have the boldness and strength to plant the small and 
large seeds of the gospel wherever we go.  

How can our impact change the world?   

We are like the seed not knowing what it was intended for, to grow into a mighty sequoia. The 
more faithful you and I are, the more we live into the forgiveness that God has given us, the 
more we recognize we have been rescued by the dominion of darkness, the more we live a life 
that is worthy of the Lord, simply by who we are. The more faithful we are, the less we have to 
worry about the impact that we are making, for the small acts of obedience grow into 
opportunities for God’s word to be spread.  

This Week’s Focus:  
 Read over the verses 10-14. Sit and reflect on the impact the gospel has had on your 
life. Continually look for ways to fill your mind with who Christ is. Pray into being the 
person you were created to be. See the gospel have impact as you continually strive to be 
like Christ and become the person he has intended you and I to be.  

Let’s Talk About It  

1. Discuss as a group the three questions from Bryan above and share how you have seen 
the gospel at work within your life and those around you.  

Pray 
Take a minute to pray for the members of the group and how God wants to help each 
person encounter his power this week. Pray for opportunities to plant small and large 
seeds of faith, and to watch them grow into something mighty. 
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