
Love like Jesus - Week VII 
Introduction 
“Another way to look at the good news of Jesus is to ask not only the question, ‘What do we 
do about sin?’ but ‘What do we do about life?’ How might our approach to Jesus and the 

gospel be transformed if we spent more time asking the latter?”  
Dallas Willard, Divine Conspiracy  

 The Way series is coming to a close. 
This final week we’re focusing on love. Take a few moments before you begin to ponder the 
quote above from Dallas Willard.  

How might your approach to Jesus shift? 

What has been your biggest take away from this series? 

Look over the text together:  
John 4; Colossians 1:28; 2 Peter 2:2; Isaiah 35:5-8 

Diving Deeper 
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give 

him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 

Jesus, John 4:13-14; NIV 

 This scene found in the Gospel of John chapter four between Jesus and the anonymous 
Samaritan woman opens the door for God’s love to reach those marginalized by gender 
discrimination, cultural restrictions, religious differences, and historical conflict. This was a 
woman of questionable standing from all of these perspectives but now she has become a part of 
Jesus’ mission. While Jesus’ own disciples are reluctant to embrace the moment, the despised 
Samaritans respond with faith in the Savior of the World (Verse 42). Seeing her for who she is, 
not what she had done, nor the associations she may have been involved with, or how vastly 
different she was from himself.  



 To love like Jesus, should begin with observing how he interacted with people. Whether it 
was people he spent every waking moment with (his disciples) or a person in which he may have 
only crossed paths with once (the Samaritan woman [that we know of]). John describes this 
kind of love between us as a way of completing Gods love. A prime example of following the way 
of Jesus, “this how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 
lay down our lives for our brothers” (1st John 3:16). Following in his footsteps of how he loved 
and still loves.  

 Take a closer look at: 1st John 4:7, 10-11, “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God…Verse 10… This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his 
love is made complete in us”  

How do you most experience love from another person? (I.e. gift giving, acts of service, 
etc)    
  
For this week, we thought of an exercise that you and your group could try together: See this 
weeks focus below! 
This Weeks Focus: Jesus’ interactions  
 This week, First: choose a story of Jesus interacting with one of his disciples, take a 
long view of how he interacts with him. Observe the humor, observe the posture, observe 
the gentleness, observe the questions. Second: read John 4 together, wait a moment 
though, before you start: think of someone who is nothing like you. Place yourself in the 
shoes of Jesus and them in the shoes of the Samaritan woman. Now observe with your own 
lens, attempting to bring into the story a personal experience or interaction.  

Let’s Talk About It  
1. What is your biggest take away from this series?  
2. What is love? Describe a time or an experience where you have felt unconditional love? A 
time that you felt no need to repay or do something kind in return to that person. 

The Main Idea 
4.  How may we become more loving people who are known by the way we love?   
5. How might we grow to love like Jesus in our everyday interactions?  
6. What is challenging about the idea to love like Jesus?  

Pray 
Take a minute to pray for the members of the group and how God wants to help each 
person encounter his power this week.


