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THE BIG IDEA

As the people of God, planted in our neighborhoods for the
“display of His splendor,” we are called to participate in rebuilding

what’s broken. This rebuilding happens in our individual souls
first, our lives and then our partnering with Jesus in rebuilding

our community. Jesus is the only qualified person to build and re-
build our lives according to His blueprint. 



Have you ever felt like your life was “in ruins?” Whether because of your actions or not, recall a time when
you needed Christ for rebuilding. 
What was a key idea or metaphor or “nugget” that you took away from the sermon?”

GETTING STARTED

Why does Paul make such a detailed list of the ways humanity apart from Christ are broken, sinful, evil
and lost?
How do you reconcile the fact that we all know plenty of people who are not Christians but “good” people
with Paul’s assertion of total depravity? 
Jason talked about the fact that we often don’t see the ruins in our own lives, using the Parable of the Two
Sons to illustrate it.Where do you see yourself in those two characters? How do we live a life of
repentance for both younger and elder brother behavior?

LEARNING & LIVING OUT SCRIPTURE
Together, read THE SCRIPTURE OF THE SERMON

How would you present your story of being rebuild by Jesus to a non-Christian who has found their own
life in ruins? What would invitation to Jesus look like based on your story and His promises? 

LIVING OUT "REAL LIFE"

Read the quote from C.S. Lewis below. How has this idea of Jesus doing more (and often painful) work in
you than you anticipated played out in your life? 

THE EXTRA MILE

“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can understand
what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that
those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house about in a
way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to? The
explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of - throwing out a new
wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were
being made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.”
–C.S. Lewis

SHARING & PRAYER REQUESTS (for the small group to share with each other)

 


