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“IF ANY OF YOU LACKS WISDOM, ASK GOD,
WHO GIVES GENEROUSLY TO ALL.” --JAMES 1:5

“LORD, GUIDE MY PRAYERS, AND GUIDE ME…”

Glad that 2020 is over? Most everyone would say “YES!” to that! 
But every day - and year - has challenges as well as blessings. 
Prayer gives each of us the way to respond to any circumstance 
with God’s wisdom and peace. 

“Wisdom” refers to the path ahead and to the knowledge to 
choose the right path. Wisdom is a gift from God -- we don’t 
manufacture it ourselves. It is a gift that God gives generously, so 
we need not worry that we would not have enough. God simply 
wants us to ask. So as we pray for the year ahead, we should 
spend less prayer time asking God to prepare the path for us; 
instead, we should ask God to prepare us for the path.

What does a prayer for wisdom look like? First, because God is 
far wiser that any person, a prayer for wisdom submits to God 
and humbly asks for God’s guidance. Second, because God is 
loving and generous, a prayer for wisdom is confident that God 
wants good for us. Lastly, because God is sovereign, a prayer for 
wisdom offers the whole of our lives, our regrets and our hopes.

Such a prayer can take many forms, but it often says something 
like this: Dear God, in your strong hands I place my life today. 
Guide my prayers, and guide me. I need you. Direct my life and 
give me the strength to follow your leading. 



“IF ANY OF YOU LACKS WISDOM, ASK GOD,
WHO GIVES GENEROUSLY TO ALL.” --JAMES 1:5

HEALTH + CRITICAL ILLNESS

Praying for other people not only blesses the person for whom we 
are praying -- it also blesses us. Even if the person is not known, 
the act of praying beyond ourselves keeps us mindful that God’s 
agenda is always much larger than our own circumstances. And 
(of course) God knows the person and their need, even when we 
do not.  

So you are invited to pray for those listed below. And please add 
to this list the people that you do know.

Brice Baumgartner
healing from kidney issues; she 
may need a transplant

Dave Stoop
healing from stroke and help 
for the family to make correct 
medical and future choices

Maureen Garretson
recovering from a serious fall 
-- strength, cheerfulness, and to 
accept her circumstances 

Terry Hardeson
healing

George & Vinnie Sollars
healing / finding a job

Additional Prayers for... 
St. Andrew’s leaders
Those affected by Covid19, 
the isolation, anxiety and 
depression that often come  
with quarantine
The healing of our nation’s 
divisions 

THOSE IN GRIEF

Dwight Moore
Tom Denney
Mary Gipple

Debbie Diller
Bob Ridesel

The following persons from St. Andrew’s have passed away 
during the last month – please pray God’s comfort and strength 
for their families and friends…



STORMS COME TO ALL OF US!

“FOR THOSE WHO SERVE IN 
THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD”

Take a moment to read Matthew 7:24-27, a parable of wise and 
foolish builders. One thing to notice is that storms (the rain, winds 
and floods) come to both houses - the one built by the wise person 
and the one build by the foolish person. Every life has storms!

As much as we wish it were different, wisdom does not make us or 
those around us immune to hardship. So as you pray for 2021, know 
that God wants to guide you through whatever comes.

TO  A D D  YO U R  P R AY E R  R E Q U E ST TO  T H I S  G U I D E :

This Prayer Guide offers encouragement and lists prayer requests for St. Andrew’s 
church family, mission partners and individuals who give permission for their names 
to be in print. Other requests are forwarded to prayer intercessors who pray daily. 
To add or renew a prayer request, contact a church pastor or email Tracy Murphy 

tracym@sapres.org, or visit sapres.org.

THIS WEEK, PLEASE PRAY FOR FIRST RESPONDERS.

With all of the unrest and sorrow present in our world, we invite you to 

join us in praying for first responders this month. As our police officers, 

firefighters and healthcare workers strive to keep us safe and in good 

health, let us ask the Lord to provide an extra hedge of protection around 

them.   

Lord, thank you for calling our sisters and brothers to work in the demanding 

positions that the frontline requires. As they put their health and often their 

life at risk to keep us safe, please watch over them. GIve them strength and 

keep them healthy. Comfort their families who worry for them. Help them 

to know how much they are valued as they live out the calling you have 

placed on their lives. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.


