
 

WEEK 9 – MARCH 14, 2023 

I AM NOT YET PERFECT 

We live in the tension between what we already are through our iden@ty in 
Christ, and what we see ourselves to be in our daily experience. 

“Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect.”  
(Philippians 3:12)  

"Perfect" as used in scripture 

We are living in that @me frame that theologians call the "already, but not 
yet". 

LIVING IN THE 'NOT YET' 

OUR SPIRITS 

God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the  
kingdom of the Son he loves. (Colossians 1:13) 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, she is a new creaIon. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. (2 Cor 5:17) 
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OUR SOULS (Mind, Will, Emo@ons) 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by tesIng you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 
(Romans 12:2) 

OUR BODIES 

We live in the flesh, where the sin baOle rages. 

For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 
are against the flesh, for those are opposed to each other, to keep you from 
doing the things you want to do. (GalaIans 5:17) 

Our bodies will be transformed in the resurrec@on. 
"Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed - 
in a flash, in the twinkling of any eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable (incorrupIble) and the mortal 
with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperish-
able, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is wriUen will 
come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." Where, O death, is your 
victory? Where O death, is your sIng?"  (I Cor 15:51-55) 

"But our ciIzenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself." (Philippians 
3:20-21) 
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OUR IMPERFECTIONS MAGNIFY THE GRACE OF GOD 
My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.  
(2 Cor 12:9) 

"Every day of our lives should be a day of relaIng to God on the basis of his 
grace alone, for every day of our lives, we are not yet perfect."  
     (Jerry Bridges, Who Am I) 

I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than 
any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. (1 Cor 
15:9-10) 

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's 
grace. And your best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of 
God's grace.  
     (Jerry Bridges, Who Am I) 

TRANSFORMATION 
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being trans-
formed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory. (2 Cor. 3:18) 

In GraItude for God's Grace, we enter into this transformaIon by "pueng 
on" the virtues of Christ (Colossians 3) and make every effort to grow in all the 
traits of ChrisIan character (2 Peter 1:5-7) 
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Ephesians 4:22-24 
Romans 8:13 
1 Peter 2:11 
Colossians 1 

WE LOOK TO JESUS 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Je-
sus, the author and perfecter (finisher) of our faith, who for the joy set before 
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.  (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
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Assignment for The Coming Week 

Write a “Beloved Charter” 
  
MaOhew, Mark and Luke all record that Jesus heard a voice from heaven say-
ing “You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.”  Jesus knew 
his iden@ty as the beloved Son of God the Father. Everything he did flowed 
from this iden@ty. It kept him grounded in the assurance of his posi@on and 
rela@onship with God the Father. Because of this assurance, Jesus was able to 
withstand tempta@on, gossip, slander, aOacks from powerful people, distrac-
@ons in his ministry. He was able to live obediently, and free from having to 
prove himself or win approval from others. As we survey the ways in which 
Jesus interacted with all the people he came in contact with, we see that he 
also extended to each person a sense of their own belovedness – he shared 
meals with sinners, ministered to Samaritans – and women! – healed the un-
clean, responded to cries and pleas of help. Through his words and deeds, Je-
sus communicated to each person: You are beloved. 
  
Throughout the Bible we can find many scriptures which affirm our beloved-
ness. There are many words and images throughout the scriptures which 
speak to us about our true iden@ty. 
  
This week, our assignment is to create a personal “Beloved Charter.” It is a 
statement which strings together some of your favorite scriptures which af-
firm your belovedness. These are words which help us see ourselves through 
the eyes of our loving Father. They remind us about how God feels about us. 
Once we’ve created our Beloved Charter, we can turn to it regularly. As we do 
so, “with hearts and minds we begin to grasp that every one of us represents 
God’s unfolding crea@on; that the Holy One is con@nuously aOen@ve to what 
we are experiencing; and that there are eternal purposes that God has for 
our lives…allowing these words to percolate within [us] indicates our willing-
ness to let God be God in our lives, affects the way we see ourselves and 
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alerts our hearts to the divine Whisper telling us who we are.”  (Trevor Hud-
son) 
  
Example: 

Shannon, 
I created your inmost being. I knit you together in your mother’s 
womb. 
You are my handiwork, in whom I take delight. 
You are a holy, chosen, and beloved daughter ager my own heart. 
I have given you a unique purpose. 
I have called you, and because I am faithful I will do it. 
Know that nothing can separate you from my love. 
I am with you un@l the end of the age. 

  
  
For next week – write your own Beloved Charter. 

NEXT WEEK:  
THE CHARACTER OF GOD:  

CREATOR & COMMUNICATOR 
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