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I am a servant. 
 

Romans 1:1   

“Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.”  

 

Mark 9:35 

“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

 

- Paul uses the Greek word doulos, literally meaning “slave” 

- Jesus uses the Greek word diakonos (where we get our word “deacon” from), meaning “one 

who clears tables.”  

 

What is the difference between slave and servant?  

 

 

 

 
 
 
“You are not your own; you were bought at a price.”  1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
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Scripture – John 13:12-17 
 
“When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to 
them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are 
right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another's feet.  For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him.  If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” 
 
 
 

Implications for us 
 
 

1) Being a “slave” to Christ means Jesus is our Master, our Lord. We were freed from slavery to 

sin so that we could be free to a new life in Jesus. We belong to Jesus and freely submit to his 

will, obey his commands, follow where he goes (i.e., we model ourselves after Him) 

Submission 
Obedience 
Imitation 
 

2) “…whoever in your group wants to be great must become the servant for the rest of you…” 

(Matt 20) 

“Greatness” in the eyes of God = serving others.   
 
 
What are some of the character traits of servanthood?  
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3) Things that get in the way of being servants: 

 

- It is counter-cultural.  

- The core of our sinfulness is self-centeredness and service requires selflessness. 

- Our “cross:” 

“Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me.” Luke 9:23 
 
“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
Galatians 2:20 
 
 

    We call this “dying to self,” meaning that we release the desire to have things go 
our way, moving more and more out of self-centeredness and more and more into God-
centeredness. 
 
What does “death to self” look like?  
  

1) We no longer want to have “our way,” nor do we insist that we are “right.” 

“…not my will, but yours be done.”  - Luke 22:42 

 

2) We are no longer concerned about what others think of us. 

“ Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.”  - Galatians 1:10 

 

3) We no longer try to get people to look up to us. 

 

“[Jesus] made himself nothing, by taking the very nature of a servant…” – Phil 2:7 

 

 

4) We no longer think, “I know best.” 

 

5) We no longer engage in having to defend ourselves. 

 

 

6) We no longer look to see if we get the response we’d hope for. 

 

7) We are no longer obsessed with self. 
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Final Points: 

 
4) Serving others = serving Christ; serving Christ = serving others 

“To the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it 
to Me.” (Matt 25:40) 

 

5) We are given “gifts” which enable us to enact serve in the world in a way that we are each 

uniquely made for.  

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms.”   (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

- “God has created me to do Him some definite service; He has committed some work to me 

which He has not committed to another…I have a part in a great work; I am a link in a chain, a 

bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall love as Christ 

loved, I shall do his work.”  (John Henry Newman) 

 
6) Serve!! “Just do it.”  

- “Service is a way of offering resources, time, treasure, influence and expertise for the care, 

protection, justice and nurture of others. Acts of service give hands to the second greatest 

commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.””  (Adele Calhoun, Spiritual Disciplines 

Handbook) 

“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My father will 
honor the one who serves me.” (John 12:26) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote to Consider 
“The gospel of Jesus Christ transforms sinners against God into servants of God. The Holy Spirit 
works through the gospel to turn those who serve their idols (such as wealth, career, sports, sex, 
house, land, education, hobby, drugs, politics, and so on) into servants of God, just as He did in the 
apostle Paul’s day when the missionary wrote to some relatively new Christians, “You turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thess 1:9.) Those who believe the gospel of Jesus is 
that the new, Christlike desire to serve begins to overcome their selfish desire to be served. They 
start looking for ways that will serve the gospel.”   

(Donald Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life) 
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Scripture of the week(s):     
 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but 

keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
Romans 12:9-11 

 
 
 
Study:  Servants of the Lord 
Use a study resource such as www.Biblegateway.com. Do a word search for “servant.” Look through 
the Scriptures that are listed and find a few characters (Old Testament and New Testament) who are 
described as “servants” or “servants of the Lord.” (One is Mary, the mother of Jesus). Pick one or two 
of the characters and study what makes them “servants of the Lord.” What do you learn from them for 
your own personal life? 
 
 

Personal Reflection: 
1) Divide a paper into three columns. Above one column write “For Me.”  Above the second 

column, write “For Others.” Above the third column, write “For God.” Review the past week or 

two weeks and note in each column the things you have bought and done for yourself, others, 

and God. What does this inventory reveal to you? Is there any change you would like to make 

to your columns over the next few weeks? Pray to God about this.  

2) Look at the descriptions of what it looks like to “die to self” above. Take a little 
inventory of yourself. Lent is a great time to join Jesus’ journey to the cross. As 
he prepares for his death, how might you prepare to die a little more to yourself? 

 
Holy Experiment:   
  

Pick one person you are close to (spouse, child, sibling, parent, best friend, next door 
neighbor, partner at work), someone you see every day (or just about every day). Every 
morning for the next week, ask this person “What can I do for you today?” and then do it. Talk 
to God about what this is like for you. What do you see about yourself?  
 
 
 

 
NEXT WEEK:  I am not yet perfect.  

 

 

PERSONAL STUDY FOR THE NEXT WEEK 

http://www.biblegateway.com/

