
 

WEEK 4 – FEBRUARY 7, 2023 

CHECK-IN 

* Memory Verses:  Colossians 3:1-3, Ephesians 1:3-4 

* Ephesians 2 devo@on: Medita@ng, praying over phrases "In Christ", "in Him" 

* Daily Examen 

OUR IDENTITY 

To be "In Christ" is the most basic identity of a Christian. All other questions about our 
identity flow from being "In Christ" 

What steals our identity? 
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THIS WEEK:  I AM JUSTIFIED 

“I am jus@fied” is the VERY heart of the gospel. 

"Jus@fica@on is the main hinge on which salva@on turns." 
- John Calvin 

    “jus@fied” is a legal term, used in a courtroom. It is an evalua@ve term 
that means that someone has been found “right” according to the appropriate 
law 

Jus@fied means "just as if I'd never sinned", "just as if I'd always obeyed" 

We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gen8les know that a person is not 
jus8fied by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put 
our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be jus8fied by faith in Christ and not by the 
works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be jus8fied. 
(Gala8ans 2:15-16) 
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THE CURSE OF THE LAW 

For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is wriJen: “Cursed 
is everyone who does not con8nue to do everything wriJen in the Book of the 
Law.” (Gala8ans 3:10) 

To be jus@fied, or counted righteous by God, we have two op@ons: 

OPTION 1:   We can rely on our own righteousness (PERFECT obedience to ALL of 
the requirements of God's law ALL of the @me) 

OPTION 2:   We can put our faith in Christ 

IN CHRIST, WE BECOME THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 

For our sake He made him  to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him, we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

This is oaen called The Great Exchange. 
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THE GREAT EXCHANGE
HUMANITY Verdict JESUS VERDICT
We are sinful by nature We are ungodly sinners and 

enemies of God. (Romans 5: 
6-10)

GUILTY Jesus was completely sinless.      
(Although he was tempted in his 
humanity, he did not respond to 
those temptations)

“I always do what pleases him [ God the 
Father[ (John 8:29)

NOT GUILTY

We are spiritually dead, slaves 
to the world, to the devil and 
our own sinful passions 
(Ephesians 2:1-2)

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with out weaknesses, but we have one 
who ha been tempted in every way, just as we are-
yet was without sin. (Hebrews 4:15)
He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in 
his mouth. (1 Peter 2:22)

Jesus was caused to bear the 
weight and guilt of our sin. Jesus 
took on this task willingly, out of love 
for us, so that we could have 
salvation.

Like sheep we have all gone astray; we have turned 
- everyone - to his own way and the Lord has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 5:36)

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree      
(I Peter 2:24)



 

I AM JUSTIFIED - PAST EVENT, PRESENT REALITY 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” (Gala8ans 2:20) 

Sanc@fica@on:   
To be sanc@fied is to be set apart for God's special use and purpose.  

In His con@nuing work of sanc@fica@on, God refines us and molds us day by day 
more and more into the image of the Son whom he loves. 

As he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is wriJen, 
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  Peter 1:15-16  

Tell me not of your jus@fica@on, unless you have also some marks of sanc@fica@on. 
Boast not of Christ's work for you, unless you can show us the Spirit's work in you. 
- J. C. Ryle, English evangelical Anglican bishop (1880')s 

I AM JUSTIFIED - MY DAILY WALK WITH JESUS 

RENOUNCE 
When we renounce,  we reject, refuse to con@nue, declare non-allegience to any tempta@on or 
act on out part which tries to gain God's favor or approval by doing works of righteousness. 

CONFESS 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 
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BELIEVE  
Believe that when you confess, you are forgiven.  
As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions    
from us (Psalm 103:12) 

He casts all our sins into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19) 

RECEIVE THE GIFT OF GOD'S GRACE 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gi` of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 
all 8mes, you may abound in every good work.”  (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

STAND FIRM 
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.” (Gala8ans 5:1) 

Personal Study for The Coming Week 

Scripture of the Week:  
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gia of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

• Memorize it 
• Pray it 

Study:  Colossians 2:6-15 
1. Look up these verses and read them in in several different transla@ons. (Study 

@p: Helpful online resources can be found at Blue Lejer Bible (www.bluelejerbible.org) and StudyLight (www.studylight.org) 
2. What words or phrases are a lijle confusing to you? 
3. What is something that speaks to you or s@cks out to you? 
4. What does this passage mean to you personally? 
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Personal ReflecSon:   
Grace is a big concept. Spend some @me to reflect in your journal on your 
understanding of grace. Go back through your life and think of some “top grace 
moments.” When in your life have you unmistakably experienced God’s grace? 
How might you be able to be more cognizant of the grace of God in your daily 
life?   
  
Holy Experiment:   
Dallas Willard said, “Grace is not opposed to effort, it is opposed to earning. 
Earning is an antude; effort is an ac@on.”   

How can you take ac@ons/efforts this week to posi@on yourself for God’s grace? 
How can you keep an antude of “earning” in check? 
Daily ask the Holy Spirit to show you ways you may be slipping into an antude of 
"earning". When you see yourself in this place, turn to the Lord in prayer and 
receive the wonderful gia of his grace! 
  

NEXT WEEK: I AM ADOPTED 
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