
 

 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 2 – January 17, 2023 
 
 

Check-In 
 

• Scripture of the week 
• Study 
• Personal Reflection 
• Holy Experiment 
 
 
 

This Week: I am a creature. 
 

Genesis 1:1-31 - The Creation Story 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the waters.” 

 
Setting – formlessness and emptiness 
1st day – darkness dispelled when God created light 
2nd and 3rd days – form given to the universe 
3rd, 4th, 5th days – God filled the earth with living things 
6th day – Humankind created 
7th day – God rested from his work 
 
Look closely at Gen 1:26-30 

 Some Implications: 
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Principles of the Creator-creature relationship 
1. We are not self-sufficient, we are utterly dependent. 

• Acts 17:25 

• Psalm 145:15-16 

• Deut 8:17-18 

• James 4:13-15 

2. We are different from God in two major ways: 

• We are physically fragile 
 

• We are spiritually vulnerable 
 

3. We are different from other creatures in one major way: 

• We are morally accountable 
 

Psalm 119:4 
John 14:15 
Romans 14:12 
Revelation 20:13 

 
 

Quote to Consider 
“To be made in the image of God means that we’re rife with potential. We have the Divine’s 

capacity in our DNA. We’re like God. We were created to “image” his behavior, to rule like he 

does, to gather up the raw materials of our planet and reshape them into a world for human 

beings to flourish and thrive.  

But that’s only half of the story. 

We’re also made from the dirt, “ashes to ashes, dust to dust”: we’re the original biodegradable 

containers. Which means we’re born with limitations. We’re not God. We’re mortal, not 

immortal. Finite, not infinite.  

Image and dust. Potential and limitations. One of the key tasks of our apprenticeship to Jesus is 

living into both our potential and our limitations.” (John Mark Comer, The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry) 
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Two essential components of living out of our 

image and out of our “dust-ness” are humility 
and gratitude. 

 

   
 

 

To Consider 
 

• By recognizing that we are utterly dependent upon God and we are 
finite should produce in us a humility that keeps us from the sin of pride. 

 
“Part of the power of humility comes from its letting go of the need to look good in the 

eyes of ourselves or of others. 

Being a doormat is not being humble, nor giving up the self in order to serve the needs, 
desires, and whims of another person who is not God. Humility is not sniveling. It is not a 
“live and let live” attitude. It does not believe that Christian values are purely subjective. 
It calls for the renunciation of all deep attachments to what the world holds dear.”   
(Roberta Bondi, To Love As God Loves) 

 

 

• Knowing that everything we are and have is a gift from God, should 
produce in us a sense of gratitude. 

 
“Gratitude is a sense of thankfulness and joy in response to receiving a gift, 

whether the gift be a tangible benefit from a specific other or a moment of peaceful bliss 
evoked by natural beauty. 

 
First, we recognize a gift is being offered, however undeserving we may deem 

ourselves to be. Second, we recognize the source of the gift to be outside ourselves. 
Someone else is offering us this gift. Third, rather than resisting the gift and insisting on 
our own sufficiency, we gratefully receive it, acknowledging the goodness of the gift and 
the giver.”  (Mark McMinn, The Science of Virtue) 
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Personal Study for Next Week 
 
 
Scripture of the Week: Colossians 3:17 

 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
 

(Memorize it; compare it in various translations; pray it; meditate on it; 
journal- where does it bring you comfort, where do you feel a resistance in 
yourself?) 
 
Study:  We all start out being created in God’s image. That gives us 
inherent value. Look at what humankind (the first two humans in the Bible) 
did to tarnish that image. Read Genesis 3:1-13. Think through what is 
happening to their identity as it is first defined by God, but how they are 
tempted to redefine it (thanks to the serpent!). What is this scripture saying 
about God’s intention for our identity? How did humanity want to redefine 
it? Read further in Genesis 3 to learn the consequences. Is there more 
redefining of identity happening in this part of the story? 

 
Personal Reflection:  Pay attention to yourself this week. When do you 
recognize either side of the image/dust description? When have you felt 
like “image” and when have you felt like “dust?” Another way of thinking 
about it – when have you noticed your potential and when have you noticed 
your limitations?  
 
Holy Experiment:   

Practice humility. What does that look like for you? 

Practice gratitude. What does that look like for you? 
 
NEXT WEEK:  I am in Christ. 
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