
 
 

Foundations of Faith: The Character of God Series-March 28, 2023 
 
Checking in from last week (homework): 
 

God’s transcendence – God exists eternally, above and independent from everything…He is 
completely “other,” not fully understandable. God is self-existent…Creator who was not caused 
to come into existence. God is.  

  
God’s immanence – God is at hand, concerned about and working in and through the minutiae 
of the world to accomplish his purpose and reveal his glory. He is involved in his creation and 
can be known, perceived and grasped to a certain degree through the many ways he 
communicates with us (Scripture, creation, each other, divine revelation, etc.) 
 
 
- What are your reflections on these truths about God and how have you experienced both 

aspects in your life?  

 

- How did sitting in “listening anticipation” go?   

 

 
Going forward… 
 
We are learning about who God is so that we can learn more about who we are.  
 
A good question to keep in mind as we learn about God’s character is: 
 

• How should the knowledge that God is _______ change the way I live? 

 

 

Two ways to categorize God’s character attributes: 

 

“Incommunicable attributes” =  the characteristics that God alone has.  

- God is infinite, Creator (with a capital C), incomprehensible, self-existent, eternal, 

immutable, omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, sovereign.  
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- We run into trouble in our lives when we try to be these things ourselves – we make 

ourselves god. This was the serpent’s tempting statement, “you will be like God…” (Gen 

3:5) 

 

“Communicable attributes” = the characteristics that can be reflected by us. They can be true for us.  

- Loving, just, good, merciful, compassionate, gracious, faithful, etc. 

 

Today: God is Holy. 
 

“Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? Who is like you – majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, 
working wonders?”  

 

“There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.” (1 Sam 
2:2) 

 

““To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
 Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens:  Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one  and calls forth each of them by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.” 

(Isaiah 40:25-26) 

 

 “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, the whole earth is full of his glory…” (Isaiah 6:3),  

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”  (Rev 4:8) 

 

 

What does “holy” mean?  

 See the following places where versions of the word is used:  

- Genesis 2:3 – a day is holy 

- Exodus 3:5 – the ground is holy 

- Exodus 15:13 – God’s dwelling place is holy 

- Exodus 19:5-6 – Israel is a holy nation 

- Exodus 15:11 – “majestic in holiness” 
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Implications for us 
 
 

Holiness is a communicable attribute.  

“You are to be my holy people…” (Exodus 22:31) and “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am 
holy.” (Leviticus 19:2) 

  

“…for you are a people holy to the Lord your God. Out of all the peoples on the face of the earth, 
the Lord has chosen you to be his treasured possession.” (Deut 14:2) 
 
 
“…we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” (Hebrews 
10:10) 
 
“ It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption.” (1 Cor 1:30) 
 
 
We are given the status of “holy” by God. 
 
We are also called to live holiness practically.  
 

“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) 
 
 -What is the context within which Jesus said this? 
 
“As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But 
just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am 
holy.”” (1 Peter 1:14-16) 
 
“It is God’s will that you should be sanctified… For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy 
life.” (1 Thess 4:3, 7) 
 
 

 
             Our conversion results in our consecration. We live a life of “set-
apartness.” We also call this sanctification. 
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Quotes to Consider 
 

“True salvation brings with it a desire to be made holy.” (Jerry Bridges, The Pursuit of Holiness) 

 

“Growing in holiness means growing in our hatred of sin. But reflecting the character of God involves 

more than just casting off the garment of our old ways. It entails putting on the garment of our new 

inheritance. Growing in holiness means growing into being loving, just, good, merciful, gracious, 

faithful, truthful, patient, wise. It means learning to think, speak, and act like Christ every hour of every 

day that God grants us to walk this earth as the redeemed.”  (Jen Wilkin, In His Image) 

 

 
 

 

Scripture of the week(s):     
 
1 The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; 
    the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength; 
    indeed, the world is established, firm and secure. 
2 Your throne was established long ago; 
    you are from all eternity. 
3 The seas have lifted up, Lord, 
    the seas have lifted up their voice; 
    the seas have lifted up their pounding waves. 
4 Mightier than the thunder of the great waters, 
    mightier than the breakers of the sea— 
    the Lord on high is mighty. 
5 Your statutes, Lord, stand firm; 
    holiness adorns your house 
    for endless days. 

▪   Psalm 93 

 
 
Study:  How do these verses add to your understanding of the attribute of “holiness?” 
 
Leviticus 19:2;  Job 34:10;  Isaiah 47:4;  Habakkuk 1:13;  Matthew 5:48;  Hebrews 12:14 
 
 

Personal Reflection: 
Reflect on how you may view God’s will for your life primarily as “What to do” versus “Who to be.” 
Think of a current key decision you are facing. Are your prayer requests limited to specific outcomes? 
What would it be like if your prayers included a simple request to be sanctified?  
 
 
Holy Experiment:   
 What would it look like this week for you to be “holy?” In what ways do you want to grow in holiness? 
Think of one aspect of holiness that you would like to live out this week – even if you just pick one day! 

 

PERSONAL STUDY FOR THE NEXT WEEK 


