
 Mystery Solved, Together - PART 5 
Introduction 
 Come with us as we continue our summer series in Ephesians. As we make our way 
through the book, we invite you into further discussion with your small group about how these 
passages impact your life.  

To begin the conversation, how have you seen God at work this week? 

What this week has caused you to pray? 

Read these verses together:  
Ephesians 3:1-13   

Diving Deeper 
 Like most of us, Paul enjoys a good mystery. In Ephesians 3:1-13, Paul relates the way the 
mystery of Christ was revealed to him— a revelation so important he takes a special detour from 
the rest of the letter to talk about it. Paul was a Jew who persecuted Christians, he sowed hate 
and created division but Christ came to him even then. The mystery of Christ appeared in the 
midst of the immense difference, hate, mistrust, and hostility between Jew and Gentile and YET 
there is oneness that comes with being in Christ! Paul defines exactly what the Christian mystery 
is in verse 3:6 when he says, "This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs 
together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 
Jesus" (NIV). Paul saw this togetherness as something worth recording, for in Christ it does not 
matter what your culture is. In Christ alone is found a certain kind of togetherness that 
eradicates separation while celebrating differences so that we may share in one guiding  
principle— that Jesus Christ is King and guides our lives.  
  
Where have you seen differences cause separation? 

 Paul spends the rest of his life preaching to the Gentiles. They are a part of God’s family 
despite their differences. This new oneness is not uniformity, but rather is unity in the body of 
Christ. Unity allows us to open ourselves up to the differences that each individual brings to the 
table, yet welcomes them all the same because we are one in Christ. First century Jewish people 
had uniformity engrained in their religion— the Israelites were a people set aside by God, and a 



specific culture developed. The distinctions between Jewish and non-Jewish people groups was 
stark, which is why it is such a big deal for Paul, himself a Jew, to say again and again that 
Gentiles, the outsiders, the foreigners, were to be grafted into the family of God. Despite their 
differences, both were heirs, and both were to work together to further the kingdom of God. So 
often, our differences get in the way, but we must remember that unity is a part of God’s plans. 

How have you felt welcomed or not welcomed to certain situations? What were those 
experiences like?  

How might togetherness eradicate separation? 

What are some ways you have experiences togetherness in this season? 
  
This Week’s Focus: Gratitude and Unity   
 This week, spend time in prayer giving thanks for the profound mystery that Paul reveals 
to each of us, that we are brought together despite our imperfections and brokenness, together 
we share the promise of Christ. Sit with Ephesians 3:6 and dwell on the fact that through Jesus, 
Gentiles are heirs with Israel, exploring where this can take root in your everyday reality. Where 
do you seek uniformity where you should seek unity? Uniformity often says, “someone is not 
welcome to the table unless they begin to talk like us, sound like us, and dress like us,” but unity 
invites those distinctions. Praise God for the distinctions he created, for the beauty in differences, 
and pray that the body of Christ would be unified this week.  

Let’s Talk About It  
1. Verse 1, to what “reason” is Paul referring? What is your best reason for serving Christ 

with your whole life? 
2. What stands out to you about how explicit Paul is about Jews and Gentiles "oneness"?

For what reason do you believe Paul is pounding on their togetherness? 

The Main Idea 
4. Have you experienced being forgiven and fully welcomed by a friend after you had 

wronged them? In light of this passage, how does that make you think about being 
one in Christ?   

5. How has being part of a community of believers impacted the way you live your life? 

Pray 
Take a minute to pray for the members of the group and how God is wanting to help each 
person encounter his power this week.
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