
 

 

 Grace and Faith – pt. 4 
Introduction 
 As we continue dive in together, we dissect Paul’s letter that talks about grace, hope, and 

faith. These next 9 verses express a counter-cultural idea of what it means to be a follower of Christ!  

 

To begin the conversation, how have you seen God at work this week? 

What this week has caused you to pray? 

 

Read these verses together:  

 

Ephesians 3:1-13    for next week. This was from Eph. 2:11-22 

Diving Deeper 
 In these next nine verses, Paul is laying out a theological framework for believers in Christ. 

The main idea: God has chosen you. More specifically, God wants you and me on his team and he 

wants nothing more than to empower us to walk in hope and not in fear. He wants to help us walk 

in confidence not in anxiety. And he wants us to walk in our destinies not our failures. God longs for 

us to thrive, not just survive!  

 Paul brings this idea of hope to the forefront of the conversation in chapter two of 

Ephesians to show us that he has given us an “all-access-pass” when we become adopted into the 

family. But, there’s a catch, and looking at Jesus will help us better understand what Paul is getting 

at. Read Luke 5:1-11. To paraphrase those verses: Jesus is teaching when he approaches Peter’s 

boat and asks to use the boat. After Jesus teaches he tells Peter to "throw the net on the other side 

of the boat.” Peter responds, as I would imagine any of us would, and says "master, we've been 

working all night and haven't caught anything! BUT because you say so, I will let down the nets.” He 

ended up catching so many fish that the nets began to break!  

 

Why does our culture tend to reject the idea of submitting to Jesus’ commands? 

 

 In that very moment Jesus shows us something about the relationship between grace and 

faith. Grace and blessing require something of us. Peter encountered God’s grace when Jesus “chose 

him.” Peter experienced God’s blessings and provision when he decide to trust and be obedient to 

Jesus’ commands. It is at this point that Jesus does something unexpected: he calls Peter out of the 

life of fishing and into a life of service. In the Kingdom of God, living a life of abundance is not about 

money— it’s an adventure Jesus invites us to participate in. 



 

 

 

What do you notice about Jesus’ leadership? 

 

 God's desire is to empower us and draw near to us. In verse 13 Paul writes, “But now in 

Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.” He is 

the standard of leadership in all of human history where the mindset is: "If you are a leader, you're 

a servant." In Jesus’ upside down kingdom, where leaders are marked by their hearts of service, 

Jesus reminds us that our hope comes from his grace and our “success” comes from obedient to 

him. 

 

This Week’s Focus: Responding to Grace in Faith  

 This week, think about areas in your life where Jesus is asking you to follow him in 

obedience. Sit with the places of uncertainty in your life where you need to respond to grace with 

faith. Let faith grow at a soul level to express itself in obedience, servanthood, and in carrying out 

the peace of Jesus. This sort of faith positions us in a way that allows us to say, "the place of my next 

blessing will often be the place of my current greatest frustration.” Often in the place of your 

greatest frustration God will reveal his greatest glory. Where is God trying to reveal glory in your 

life?  

 

Let’s Talk About It  
1. Why does your faith matter to you? 

2. What shocks you about the story of Peter and Jesus in the boat? 

3. Ephesians 2:17-20; "he came to proclaim peace to you who were far off and peace to 

those who were near; for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

So then you are no longer strangers and alien, but you are citizens with the saints and 

also members of the household of God" - How does/should this affect the way you serve 

others? 

 

The Main Idea 
4. What does it look like for you to respond in faith this week to a current circumstance 

that you are facing?  

5. Share a story where you had to exhibit faith in a moment where you felt there was 

nothing else you could do. How did that faith impact your experience? 

Pray 
Take a minute to pray for the members of the group and how God is wanting to help each 

person encounter his power this week. 
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