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TEALICIOUS!  

2019 HOSTESS HANDBOOK and FAQ’s 
 

 
What is Tealicious? 
A tea party!  The purpose of this event is for outreach and connection.  This is a bridge event that 
would celebrate all of the eras and women and girls ages 12 and older are invited. The Spring Tea 
provides an opportunity to reach out to women in our communities who otherwise might not 
attend a church service. Sharing the word of Christ with over 200 ladies through God-inspiring 
stories shared by several women on St. Andrew’s. 

 
Where and when is the event held? 
Tealicious is held at St. Andrew’s Church in Dierenfield Hall. This year the Tea will be held on 
Saturday, November 16, 2019 from 11:30 am – 2:00 pm. 
 
FALL TEA THEME: 
This year’s Tea theme is “Tealicious: Inspiring Stories from the Past to Present” with our theme 
verse of Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know that plans I have for you declares the Lord!...” Again, women 
and girls 12 and older are invited. 
You can decorate your table using your own particular style and does not have to fall in line with 
the theme. If you have an idea for a theme that you would like, but are not sure if it can 
logistically be done, please check with our Hostess Coordinator and/or email Kitty at 
kitty@sapres.org 
 

 
What are my duties as a Hostess? 
A. All Hostesses are responsible for attending one of the Hostess Meetings on Thursday, October 

24 at 12:00 pm and Sunday, October 27, 10:30-11:00am in Dierenfield Hall A. 
B. You are responsible for the following please: 
a. decorating and coordinating a table to include 8 place-settings. The Events Team will place a 

tiered platter stand on the table. We will show you the exact placement of this at the hostess 
meeting so you can plan accordingly.  

b. You’ll select a theme to be the inspiration for your table decoration. Please consider the 
Tealicous theme of “stories from past to present” as you plan, but don’t feel locked into this.  

c. You will have your table decorated in full on the evening prior to the event. (Friday, November 
15) and must be completely set BEFORE 6:30 pm. 
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C. Your guests will begin arriving at 11:30am and you are responsible for hosting those at your 
table throughout the event. This simply means, that you get to connect and care for the gals 
around your table!  

D. Each table will have one male Server to bring out food and pour water/tea, etc, so you can just 
“be present.” *Please make sure you introduce your table Server to each guest. These young 
and mature men from our congregation are volunteering and we appreciate everything they do 
for us. 

E. Name Tags will be supplied! 
F. Finally, you’ll dismantle your table and remove all of the decorating materials that 

afternoon when the event ends at 2:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
  Tables will be judged on the following six categories: 
• The Most Creative Theme (Table who captured the essence of the Tea theme and brought it to 
life through their table) 
• The Most Classic/Traditional (Most classic table setting, to include use of linens, silverware, tea 
set, etc.) 
• The Most Detailed/Creative/Unique (Intricately detailed and highly creative, could even 
include costumes) 
• The Most Biblically Oriented (Best job of incorporating scripture, based on this year's theme, 
into table decor) 
• “Simply Beautiful” (Using only what you already own or can borrow. Except for fresh flowers 
which you may purchase) 
• “Needs some help” (Barely put together but we are glad they showed up!) 
 
 
What are my other responsibilities as a Hostess? 
Your primary responsibility as a Hostess is to be a representative of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church and to recruit a co-host who is NOT currently involved in leadership at St. Andrew’s.  Your 
co-host is responsible for providing a non-store bought dessert for your table. 
 
On Thursday, October 24 at 12:00 pm and Sunday, October 27, 10:30-11:00am, we will hold a 
brief meeting to go over the entire Tea program so that you can feel as comfortable and involved 
in the Tea as possible. 
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The tables sit eight. Am I responsible for filling all eight seats at my table? 
Great question! As a host, we ask that you fill 5 seat plus yourself, for a total of 6 seats.  The tea 
committee will hold 2 seats for intentionally for new folks to be integrated at your table. Please 
inform those sitting at your table to include your name on the online registration form and email 
kitty@sapres.org if they have any registration questions. Again, please keep it to six.  
 
May I invite neighbors or friends who have no connection to St. Andrew’s? 
Absolutely! Please feel free to invite friends and family. It is a very special afternoon to be enjoyed 
by all! 
 
What is the ticket price per seat? 
$25 per seat.  
 
Can my husband/son/father be my table server, is that possible? 
Our Men's Ministry will be serving the ladies lunch at the Spring Tea. If your Husband/Son/Father 
would like to volunteer to serve, please have them personally contact us.  
Please note: Due to the 26 tables and 208 guests to be served, we will do our best to assign your 
Husband/Son/Father to the area where your table is located, but we cannot guarantee it. 
 
Do I need to provide a male who will serve my table? 
No.  But if you know of someone willing to serve, please have them contact us.  
 
Is it possible to seat less than 8 people at a table?  
No.  
 
Is it possible to seat more than 8 people at a table?  
No.  
 
How much money should I expect to spend on my table decor? 
This depends completely on you! Many tables are created with what people have in their homes. 
Please remember that this is not a competition. This is an opportunity for you to exercise your 
creativity while introducing your church to guests and hear amazing stories!! For ideas for your 
table, come to our Hostess Meeting! 
 
Limitations to my centerpiece? 
Glad you asked! YES! Due to visibility, we ask that each centerpiece be NO MORE THAN 24 
INCHES (2ft.) high. This will allow all guests to see the stage and one another. Unfortunately, 
tables that exceed this centerpiece high will not be eligible for judging and will be asked to be 
altered. Please stay within this boundary. Thank you. 
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My centerpiece needs electricity; may I use an outlet? 
No, the tables are unable to use an outlet due to the table seating arrangements. However, you 
may use a battery-pack as needed for electricity for the extent of the event.  *KEEP IN MIND 
that your centerpiece is to be decorated around the three tier serving stand. 
 
Can I have candles on my table? 
No fire is allowed, however, many hostesses have chosen to use battery lit candles, as they 
provide the flicker without the flame.  
 
What if one of my guests has food allergies? 
Due to the set menu, we are unable to accommodate for food allergies and due to the 
preparation of the food being in one kitchen we cannot provide special meals. Feel free to 
bring a gluten free dessert. Perhpas year two we can work to figure out this option! 
Thanks for your patience.  
 
 Can I provide a “party favor” for my guests? 
Sure, but no pressure! 
 
When can I set up my table? 
You can begin setting your 60” round table on Friday, November 15, starting at 2:00 pm stopping 
promptly at 6:30pm. We cannot make any exceptions to this. Table Judging is that same evening. 
There will be no time for set up on Saturday, so please plan accordingly. *If you cannot make it 
during these hours for set up, please consider that when signing up for the position of a Hostess. 
**We want you to be able to show up refreshed and present as our guest arrive! ** 
 
What is my clean-up responsibility? 
Because the event is held within the church you are responsible for cleaning up your table and 
all items that made up your decorated table. All items and decorations need to be picked up and 
removed no later than 3:00 p.m.  The following needs to be done: 
     *Pour extra liquids back in the water pitcher 
     *Leave all pitchers, scone baskets AND supplied tablecloths on the table for our 
       clean-up team to retrieve. 
 
As a Hostess what am I responsible for bringing? 
Each Hostess is responsible for EIGHT (8) place settings which should include: 

- 8 Luncheon Plates -Creamer & Sugar dishes 
- 8 Tea Cups or Mugs -Container to hold dirty dishes, 

etc. - 8 Water Glasses -Table Decorations/Centerpiece 
etc. - Utensils & Napkins for 

8 
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You are welcome to provide paper goods!  Some hostesses like to bring wipes (baby wipes, etc.) 
to easily wipe down their plates before packing up. 
 
*Please do not bring teapots. You will be supplied a Hot Water Carafe. 

 
What will St. Andrew’s provide? 
- A warm and welcoming atmosphere complete with entertainment and inspiring stories.  
- A White Linen Tablecloth 
- Hot Water Carafe and Assorted Teas 
- Water Pitcher 
- Table Number 
- Dessert Plates 
- Cream & Sweetener 
- Name Tags 
 
Email and Texting Communication? 
 The following will be sent out by the Tealicious! Registration: 
       -    Welcome Communication 
       -    Table seating placement and assigned room location 
 
Where will I store my Transport Box and packing material? 
To increase your efficiency, a storage room is provided on campus on Friday night for your 
Transport Box. You may use Room B016 Flanagan Room as a Transport Box Storage Room Please 
be sure your Name is indicated on your box. 
 
Where will I park my car during the Tea? 
For the convenience of our visiting guests, we request that all Hostesses and anyone serving to 
park across the street in the Newport Harbor High School Parking Lot.  
 
Will there be childcare? 
Childcare is available and complimentary through generous donors.  Please call 949.574.2239 to 
make a reservation by November 10. 
 
Will I have a blast and want to do this every year?  

YES! 


