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Matthew 5:9 – (Longer Option: Matthew 5:1-12) 
 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
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Contributor’s Thought 
In the beatitudes, Christ teaches us what is valued as we act internally, but then he comes to 
this one which requires action and involves others! This is an area where I have always hesitated 
as I worry that what I do or say would make a situation worse. To help with this, I even 
attended a workshop on “Having Hard Conversations.” Concerning a particular situation, I have 
prayed and asked for wisdom, hoping for the “right” time and place over a couple of years and 
done nothing. This verse encourages me to take action, invite the person for a cup of coffee 
and continue praying that God would enable me to be a peacemaker, reflecting how he has 
brought about peace in my life.  
 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
 

God’s Perfect Peace – Day 21 
 
 



 
James 2:15-18 
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good 
is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But 
someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will 
show you my faith by my deeds. 
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Contributor’s Thought 
“Talk the talk and walk the walk” - this is a phrase I have often heard applied to the Christian 
life. Living out our faith means living a life congruent with the grace and love God bestowed 
upon us.  It means actively seeking the best, especially for fellow believers. As you pray for one 
another today, consider concrete acts of love you might adopt to bless those for whom you are 
praying. Then go, and do! 
 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
 

God’s Perfect Peace – Day 22 
 
 



 
Ephesiasn 4:1-6 
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
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Contributor’s Thought 
As believers, Paul urges us here to live a life worthy of the calling we have received. This 
upward call to exude humility, gentleness, patience and love can feel like an impossible task 
when life and the world overwhelm us with endless information, waves of emotions and ever-
changing circumstances. However, verses 4-6 bring us quickly back to our beacon of light in 
clear, singular vision: one Spirit, one Hope, one Lord, one God and Father of All. With our eyes 
in focus on the giver and sustainer of all things, we are renewed in an instant. Through Jesus 
alone we can live and enjoy the sweetness of this life worthy of the calling we have received. 
 
 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
 

God’s Perfect Peace – Day 23 
 
 



 
2 Corinthians 13:11 
 
11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of 
one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.  
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Contributor’s Thought 
These days, I find peace on my yoga mat. It’s no surprise to me that Paul yoked feet and peace 
together as part of the armor of God. I am grounded as I spread my toes out and place them 
gently down. When I step off the mat, it’s much easier to extend encouragement and love to 
myself and others throughout the day.  
 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
 

God’s Perfect Peace – Day 24 
 



   
Romans 14:15-19 – (Longer Option: Romans 14:12-23) 
15 If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. 
Do not by your eating destroy someone for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let what you 
know is good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves 
Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval. 19 Let us therefore make 
every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 
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Contributor’s Thought 
Often issues arise that divide us in the church. Each of us has a responsibility to prayerfully 
consider and ask ourselves whether these issues are worth dividing the church or if we can find 
common ground and unify for the good of the church. The Jewish council had asked the Gentile 
church in Antioch not to eat meat that had been sacrificed to idols. Paul accepted their request 
not because he felt that eating such meat was wrong, but because this practice would deeply 
offend many Jewish believers. He did not think this issue was worth dividing the church 
over. Paul’s desire was to have unity between the Jews and the Gentiles. This should be our 
desire as well when issues arise in the church that could divide us. 
 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
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Photos each week provided by 

contributors on the theme of what 
brings them peace. 

Week 5 Contributors 

Sharon Cleaver 

Timberly Eckelmann 

Jaime Hoeven 

Kelly Rief 

Diane Wood 

Alphabetical by last name 

(Special shout out to Anna Dirkse for contributing a photo) 


