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Isaiah 9:6-7 – (Longer option: Isaiah 9:1-7) 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
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Contributor’s Thought 
Sometimes I hear a Christmas song in the middle of the summer and have to think, “That’s out 
of place.” I felt something similar when I read Isaiah 9:6 in the middle of the strangest April I’ve 
ever lived -- “For to us a Child is born, to us a son is given…Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  
Seems like the wrong time of year to be looking for a savior, for the Prince of Peace, to appear, 
right? But I was also struck by the next verse that says there is no end to his peace. I found 
myself challenged to look for peace in this crazy season. Where do I see the savior? Where do I 
see the Prince of Peace?  

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
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Luke 1:76-79 – (Longer option: Luke 1:67-80) 

76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 

 by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven  
79 to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the path of peace. 
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Contributor’s Thought 
How do we see the “tender mercy” of our God? Sometimes, even when it is not felt, we can see 
where the Lord gives his gifts. From the rising to the setting of the sun, his fingerprints from 
heaven are visible. Do we give the Lord the courtesy of searching for them? When we ask for 
his peace, what are we looking for? Sometimes it takes the “shadow of death” to be able to 
recognize, respond, and perhaps one day, rejoice in the gifts he gives. Yes, his tender mercies 
are new every morning; let my eyes see, let my heart believe in the guidance of our most Loving 
Father. Let’s lean into this “path of peace.” 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
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Mark 5:30-34 – (Longer Option: Mark 5:25-34) 
30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and 
asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 
31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, 
‘Who touched me?’”  
32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had 
happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your 
suffering.” 
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Contributor’s Thought 
Peace means harmony or tranquility, but when we are ill, our peace can disappear. In illness, 
our bodies are not at peace because God created our immune system to go to war against what 
is attacking us. Our minds and emotions can be in a state of disharmony if fear or anxiety take 
root. Illness can also disrupt our harmony with others. For this woman, her bleeding would 
have made her unclean and untouchable.  She had to practice a strict form of social distancing 
(for 12 years!). Her faith in reaching out to touch Jesus for healing brought all of these areas 
back into harmony so she could go in peace, freed from her suffering. How can you reach out in 
faith to Jesus today to receive His peace? 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
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John 14:25-27 – (Longer Option: John 14:23-31) 
25 All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
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Contributor’s Thought 
In John 14, John the apostle records part of the conversation Jesus had with His disciples during 
what we call the Last Supper. One of the themes of this conversation was Jesus’ promise of the 
Holy Spirit to be sent to comfort and guide us. When I read today’s passage, I feel a sense of 
peace come over me, which settles my heart and mind. Verse 26, especially the phrase 
indicating the Holy Spirit will remind me of everything Jesus said, is very comforting to me. I 
need to continue to spend time in the Word and I also need the Holy Spirit to speak Jesus’ 
words in the exact moments I need to be reminded of specific things He said.  
 
 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
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John 16:28, 33 – (John 16:21-33) 
28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to 
the Father.”… 33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
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Contributor’s Thought 
These scriptures provide me with so much comfort.  Jesus is telling his disciples, telling us, that, 
yes, we will encounter trouble in this life.  In the same breath, he also encourages them and us 
to “take heart!” (v.33), assuring us that he has overcome this world.  Because of his death and 
resurrection, God is with me, even in my worries, troubles and concerns.  These scriptures 
remind me that God loves me and encourages me to “take heart!”  Today, I am going to walk 
with that promise secure in my heart.  Will you? 
 

1) What stands out to me as I 
study the passage? 

2) How might God be inviting me 
to apply this in my life today? 

3) How is this passage inviting me 
to pray – both in listening for 
what God has to say and in 
communicating my thoughts 
with him? 
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Photos each week provided by 

contributors on the theme of what 
brings them peace. 
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