
 Made Alive - PART 3 
Introduction 
 As we continue to look at the book of Ephesians we start chapter 2 this week. This 
chapter begins with another really really long sentence (in the original language) and flows very 
much like a poem. Dive in with us as we dissect Paul’s letter that talks about grace, hope, and 
faith. 

To begin the conversation, how have you seen God at work this week? 

What this week has caused you to pray? 

Read these verses together:  
Ephesians 2:1-10 

Diving Deeper 
 Paul is giving us an ever needed reminder of where each of us have been in our depravity 
and our desperation for a saving grace! He encourages the church in Ephesus in their identity by 
saying, "But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions -- it is by grace you have been saved" (Ephesians 
2:4-5, NIV). Hallelujah! God's mercy and great love gives us life; nothing of our own accord, but 
through faith, this is the gift of God. 

How does our culture tend to define Grace? 

 When Paul says we are “saved by Grace” the idea is that we could not have earned it. 
Many religions profess that people need to earn salvation by performing for the deity. So, when 
professes a message that its not by anyone’s works but by his grace alone through which 
salvation comes, this completely changes how people interact with and understand God. 

Do you ever fall into a mindset that you have to “perform for God?” 



This Week’s Focus: Walking in Your New Life  
 This week, we encourage you to sit with the great love that has been shown to each of us 
and allow that to resinate deep in your soul. Sit with the reality of how beautiful this 
resurrection from death to life in us truly is and the fact that it comes not through your works 
but through his grace. Recognizing that you have been made new increases your ability to show 
love and grace to those around you. Give God any frustrations and fears that you may have in 
this season, believing that he is the God that turns graves into gardens, shame into glory, and 
ashes to beauty! Being made new breathes life into the reality that nothing is better than him, 
indeed! 

Let’s Talk About It  
1. Where has God’s grace interrupted your deadly habits of sin and self-destruction and 

introduced new life? 
2. What is the difference between “being saved by grace” and what James talks about 

(James 2:14) where he says, “faith without works is dead.”? 
3. Ephesians 2:1-2 in the Message translation reads this way: “It wasn’t so long ago that 

you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which doesn’t know 
the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted 
unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience.” How have you seen this to be true in our 
world today? 

The Main Idea 
3. What does it look like for you to “walk in your new life” that Jesus offers you? 
4. Tell a story of time or place where you saw someone demonstrating what God’s grace 

on display. What about that story affected you? 

Pray 
Take a minute to pray for the members of the group and how God is wanting to help each 
person encounter his power this week.
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