
 Servant Leadership - PART X 
Introduction 
 This week, Paul gives us a prime example of the relationship of Christ and his bride, the 
church! We follow Paul back and forth as he is trying to guide us through this profound mystery 
of husband and wife becoming one flesh, but Paul makes it clear he is talking about Christ and 
the church. Paul’s first few sentences become the foundation for the rest of the chapter. He 
writes, “be filled with the Holy Spirit...always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ...Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ" (Ephesians 
5:18-21). In light of this foundation, the submission of the wife to the husband and the 
submission of the church to Christ take on radically different meanings than we might think, and 
this difference is precisely where we find ourselves this week with Paul.  

How have you seen this chapter of Ephesians change your perspective this week? 

What has been affecting your prayer life? 

Read these verses together:  
Ephesians 5:18-33 

Diving Deeper 
 "Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord...now as the church submits to 

Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything...Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy."  

 Do you see the beauty in the example Paul is bringing forth? Bringing in the intimate 
relationship between that of a wife and a husband helps us grasp the intimacy Christ has with his 
church and the submission of the wife to the husband then is not out of obligation or obedience 
but rather out of love. In the same way, the husband's leadership is not domineering but rather is 
based out of servanthood, the same kind of servanthood Christ demonstrated while on earth. 
Paul wants to take a closer look at the kind of servanthood Christ had for his church, a 
servanthood that lead him to a gruesome death on a cross. Therefore, the submission of the 
church unto Christ is by no means out of obligation but much more. As Paul said in the beginning 
of the passage, submission is out of thanksgiving and reverence, and ultimately, out of love! A 
love that is unconditional, patient, kind, doesn't envy, doesn't boast, isn't proud, isn't rude, isn't 



self-seeking, isn't easily angered, keeps zero records of wrong, rejoices with truth, always 
protects, always trust, always hopes, and always perseveres (1 Corinthians 13). 
  
Is there anybody who comes to mind when you think of this kind of love? How do they 
serve others?  

 Paul gives us the example of Christ' actions towards the church as a way of encouraging 
us with how we ought to act towards one another— treating one another with this kind of love 
and giving of ourselves as we seek to serve one another. Imagine a world where people were 
constantly looking for ways to serve others. Returning to the marriage example serving is simply 
put: which person is going to lay down their lives first for the other? This is the truest essence of 
servant leadership striving to follow in the footsteps of Christ. Paul is going against the culture of 
the time and encouraging Christians to mutually submit to one another, with each other, our 
children, and the world. This sort of submission will change not only our interactions with each 
other; it will continue to shape and mold our identity as children of Christ who seek to become 
more Christlike.  

How can you serve others this week?  

This Week’s Focus: Following Christ' Example  
 This week, pray for ways that you may be able to serve those around you this week. Pray 
for ways that you can lead in servanthood and what that may look like in your home. Sit and 
pray through the love described in 1 Corinthians 13, ask God which areas you need to grow in.  

Let’s Talk About It  
1. What stands out most about the love described in 1 Corinthians 13?  
2. Which areas of service come most naturally to you?  
3. Have you experienced servant leadership? If so, share your experience with your 

group. 

The Main Idea 
4. In following Christ's footsteps what will you do differently this week?  
5. How has Christ's example impacted you and your life in the church?  

Pray 
Take a minute to pray for the members of the group and how God wants to help each 
person encounter his power this week.
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