
How far does sin reach? How much is marred by human sin? The first three chapters 

in Genesis give us an idea of the wide-spread, shattering effects of sin. 

When God first created, he called all that he made “good,” but the people he 

made were given the distinction of being “very good.” The only thing that was not 

good in his creation was that man should be alone (Gen. 2:18), but God quickly 

resolved this by creating Eve. Before sin there was a good, healthy, relational 

network between people and God, people with one another, and people with the 

rest of creation. However, this beautiful network crumbles in the very next chapter 

when the “very good” people God created go against his command, doubt his 

goodness and question that he knows what is truly good for them. Every aspect 

of the created goodness is marred by sin: people hide from God and turn against 

one another, even the ground comes under a curse (Gen. 3:17-19). It doesn’t take 

much reflection or more than a cursory glance at the morning newspaper headlines 

to realize that we continue to experience this broken network in our own lives. 

Even amid this brokenness though, there seems to be a remembrance 
of  and longing for wholeness.
To really engage in the process of restoration and redemption, we need to look 

at how broken and dark things are. Would you trust a doctor to provide effective 

medical treatment if they didn’t examine you to see what was wrong first? It is an 

uncomfortable process to stop and look at what is broken in the world and especially 

within ourselves, but for we who believe in redemption through Jesus, it is not a 

process without hope. As “Joy to the World” declares, Christ “comes to make his 

blessings flow far as the curse is found.” May we wait with eager expectation for it.
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TAKE 3-5 MINUTES TODAY TO THINK ABOUT THE AREAS 
IN YOUR LIFE THAT HAVE BEEN BROKEN BY SIN.
Are there moments when you feel like you want to hide from God or ignore 

him? What relationships in your life need healing? How are you doing at 
stewarding natural resources? As you consider these areas of brokenness, 
consider what it looks like to actively wait for God to bring about wholeness. 
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