
Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer compared the season of Advent to waiting in a prison cell, 

as he himself sat imprisoned at Tegel by the Nazis. In a letter to his friend Eberhard 

Bethge, dated November 21, 1943, he writes that while in a prison cell, “One waits, 

hopes, does this or that – ultimately negligible things – the door is locked and can only 

be opened from the outside.” Similarly in Advent, we wait for salvation from God as we 

acknowledge our inability to save ourselves. 

We imprison ourselves through sin. We lock the door on ourselves and need someone 

from the outside, someone free of all sin, to open it. It’s like experiencing a power outage 

where no one in the affected area knows how to restore the power. We all stumble 

about in darkness, waiting for someone to come who knows how to fix the power lines. 

As 1 John 1:5 declares, 

God isn’t just someone who knows how to restore the light, 
God is light. He is not stuck in our darkened situation caused by sin, but 
enters into it, bringing the light of  truth and restoration to wholeness by 
his very presence.
Jesus Christ, while entering into our darkness, comes from outside our situation. 

He is fully human, yet as the Nicene Creed (325 AD) asserts, he is “God from God, Light 

from Light, True God from True God.” The hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,” 

written two or three centuries later, describes the coming of Christ with the following 

lyrics, “as the light of light descending from the realm of endless day, that the power of 

hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.” God is light. He alone, coming from outside 

our situation to be with us, has the power to bring true light into this world darkened and 

imprisoned by sin.
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POINT TO PONDER
Charles Wesley, in his hymn “And Can It Be, That I Should Gain?”, reflects 

on the great love of God demonstrated in sending Christ to die for our sins, 

with the well-known refrain, “Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, 

should die for me!” Verse 4 reads as follows, “Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

fast bound in sin and nature’s night; Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray, I woke, 

the dungeon flamed with light; My chains fell off, my heart was free; I rose, 

went forth and followed Thee.” How do you respond to the light Christ brings? 

 D
A

IL
Y

P
R

A
C

T
IC

E


