
When was the last time you witnessed someone light up a room? Perhaps they had a 

radiant smile and infectious, joyful energy or perhaps they were talking about something 

that truly excited them. Whatever it was, we likely found ourselves attracted to that 

person. We want a bit of the joy and passion they have. 

John the Baptist was attractive. He didn’t necessarily fit with what was deemed 

physically attractive (he wore garments made of camel’s hair and lived in the wilderness), 

but his message was very alluring. People journeyed from their cities and towns into 

the wilderness to hear him speak about the coming, long-awaited Messiah. In the 

passage today, John’s father, having been visited by an angel telling him what his child 

would become, reflects on the message his son will declare. Like the prophets of old, 

John will speak of the Messiah as a rising sun who shines light on those living in darkness 

(Malachi 4:2). This is a message of hope! Take notice that while John’s message was 

attractive, his ultimate goal was not to attract people to himself, but to draw people to 

Jesus Christ. His role as a prophet was to point to the true light (John 1:8).

In directing people toward the true light, John also taught people how to 
follow that light. The first step was to repent, meaning to turn around. 
John invited people to turn away from their sin through confession. It’s like what we 

looked at yesterday, we acknowledge the mess we are in and the hurt we have caused 

and look forward to the redemption God provides. In acknowledging the wrong we have 

done, we open ourselves up to receive the light Christ brings. Turning towards the light 

involves pivoting away from the darkness.
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The Book of Common Prayer contains a prayer of confession. Take a moment 

to pray through this prayer, knowing that through Christ we are forgiven 

(Romans 8:1). “Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what 

we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
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