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Introduction

Using this Devotional
Each Sunday provides a space to begin reflecting on the light of  God as it shines in one of  the areas of  creation, 

prophesy, incarnation, and kingdom, through the lyrics of  a Christmas hymn and a short prayer. The following days all 
begin with a Scripture reference, which we recommend you read first, and contain a brief  reflection based on that passage. 

Each day closes with prompt to help you continue reflecting on the topic and apply it to your life. These prompts take 
different forms with some being questions, quotations, or directions for short practices. Don’t feel like you need to do all 
of  them, but we hope you will at least try some of  them as a means of  watching for and walking in the light of  Christ.

Light is a prominent feature in the weeks leading up to Christmas. The sparkling presence of glowing bulbs 
adds cheer to rooftop and tree alike, gilding the places we shop and work and ushering us into the joy and 
wonder of the season. Our culture has even handed us a script for how we are supposed to live amid the 

twinkling ornaments: We are to be people of good cheer as we look forward to Christmas Day.

It’s a beautiful story and it happens to be true. Advent is a season of full of anticipation and hope. 
We hear the expectancy resounding in the angel’s proclamation of “good news that will cause great joy for 
all people” (Luke 2:10). However, it doesn’t take much more than a cursory glance at the newsfeed on your 
phone to know that not everything is full of radiance and good cheer. Beneath the shining lights is a world 

darkened by sin. Rather than offering a temporary distraction from the darkness, Advent is a season in 
which we celebrate the arrival of Jesus Christ who came to reckon with the darkness and bring us back into 

the light through restoring our relationship with God. The Gospel of John describes his arrival like this:

“In him was life, and that life was the light of  all mankind. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. … 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world”
(John 1:4-5, 9).

We are to live into this light, being filled with hope and joy as we reflect on what Jesus accomplished in his 
birth, death, and resurrection and as we look forward to his coming again.

In order to live into the light of Christ we first have to learn to watch for the light. This 25-day devotional 
is intended to allow the light of Scripture to illuminate God’s creative and redeeming work. Over the next 
four weeks, we’ll see how the light of Christ shines throughout the biblical themes of creation, prophesy, 
incarnation, and kingdom. Our prayer is that in a busy season full of glittering decorations these prayers, 

songs, and reflections will help you slow down and watch for the dawning of the true light. 
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Joy to the world, the Lord is come

Let earth receive her King

Let every heart prepare him room

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns

Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow

Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love

And wonders, wonders of his love

ISAAC WATTS, 1719
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Creator God, as I enter into this season of  Advent, I ask that you would fill 
me with joy knowing that you, the True Light of  the world, have come. As you 
created light in the beginning, you alone have the power to restore light to this 
world where darkness is far too prevalent. Help me to take a posture of  eager 
expectation as I reflect on the coming of  Jesus Christ, knowing that the work 
you began and finished in him will be brought to its perfect fulfillment. 
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“The eastern sky changed from white to pink and from pink to gold. The Voice rose and 

rose, till all the air was shaking with it. And just as it swelled to the mightiest and most 

glorious sound it had yet produced, the sun arose.” This is how C. S. Lewis describes 

the first sunrise in the fictional land of Narnia in his book, The Magician’s Nephew. Into a 

space of darkness and emptiness, the sun emerges in response to the voice of its creator. 

The power of the creator is reflected in the first day’s dawning.

In the Genesis account, creation also begins with a voice. God speaks, “Let there be 

light” (Gen. 1:3), and light appears out of the void. How great is the power of God, 

that out of “a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness” (Gen. 

1:2, The Message) God creates something good (Gen. 1:4)! Theologians describe God’s 

act of creating something out of nothing as creation ex nihilo, which is simply a way of 

highlighting the power of God and the goodness of his creation. God was not simply 

organizing an existing mess, nor working with limited resources, nor forced to create. 

God created on his own initiative and saw that what he made reflected his goodness.

Creation still reflects the power and glory of God. As the psalmist writes in Psalm 19:1, 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” 

Thomas Chisholm also captured this in his beloved hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” 

where the second verse reads:

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love

 
As we see light in creation, let us be reminded of God’s magnificent power.
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WHERE DO YOU SEE THE POWER AND GOODNESS OF 
GOD REFLECTED IN CREATION? 
Take five minutes today to be outside or look at pictures of nature and marvel 

at the beauty in creation. 
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How far does sin reach? How much is marred by human sin? The first three chapters 

in Genesis give us an idea of the wide-spread, shattering effects of sin. 

When God first created, he called all that he made “good,” but the people he 

made were given the distinction of being “very good.” The only thing that was not 

good in his creation was that man should be alone (Gen. 2:18), but God quickly 

resolved this by creating Eve. Before sin there was a good, healthy, relational 

network between people and God, people with one another, and people with the 

rest of creation. However, this beautiful network crumbles in the very next chapter 

when the “very good” people God created go against his command, doubt his 

goodness and question that he knows what is truly good for them. Every aspect 

of the created goodness is marred by sin: people hide from God and turn against 

one another, even the ground comes under a curse (Gen. 3:17-19). It doesn’t take 

much reflection or more than a cursory glance at the morning newspaper headlines 

to realize that we continue to experience this broken network in our own lives. 

Even amid this brokenness though, there seems to be a remembrance 
of  and longing for wholeness.
To really engage in the process of restoration and redemption, we need to look 

at how broken and dark things are. Would you trust a doctor to provide effective 

medical treatment if they didn’t examine you to see what was wrong first? It is an 

uncomfortable process to stop and look at what is broken in the world and especially 

within ourselves, but for we who believe in redemption through Jesus, it is not a 

process without hope. As “Joy to the World” declares, Christ “comes to make his 

blessings flow far as the curse is found.” May we wait with eager expectation for it.
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TAKE 3-5 MINUTES TODAY TO THINK ABOUT THE AREAS 
IN YOUR LIFE THAT HAVE BEEN BROKEN BY SIN.
Are there moments when you feel like you want to hide from God or ignore 

him? What relationships in your life need healing? How are you doing at 
stewarding natural resources? As you consider these areas of brokenness, 
consider what it looks like to actively wait for God to bring about wholeness. 
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Have you ever felt small? Perhaps you felt small swimming in the ocean, standing by a 

Redwood tree, or hiking up a mountain. When we consider the rest of creation, we really 

are physically small. As the psalmist writes:

When I look at your heavens, the work of  your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,

what is man that you are mindful of  him,
and the son of  man that you care for him? 

(Ps. 8:3-4, ESV)
 
Notice what the psalmist does. He points to the biggest, greatest thing he knows and 
says it is God’s creation. If the heavens are God’s creation, how much greater than the 
heavens is God? How much greater is the Creator than the creation? Having emphasized 
the height and majesty of God, the psalmist then drops to the lower end of the scale 
to mere humans (referring to one person in the original language). The point, however, 
is not to highlight the massive separation between us and God—instead, it is to 
show how God desires to bridge the gap. As the novelist Marilynne Robinson writes,  
“[t]he strategy of the Psalmist is to close the infinite distance between God and 
humankind by confounding all notions of scale. If the great heavens are the work of 
God’s fingers, what is small and mortal man? The poem answers its own question this 
way: Man is crowned with honor and glory” (Robinson, The Death of Adam). What a 
wonderful picture of God’s love for us, that God who created the universe with so much 
splendor cares for us as individuals. In his greatness, he has not overlooked us.

We can look to creation to wonder at his love for us, but we can also look to the manger 
in this season of advent. How can one not be wonder-filled at the thought that the One 
who created the world would take on full humanity in order to restore it? 
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QUESTION TO PONDER
Have you ever been awestruck by God’s love for you? What were the 

circumstances surrounding that moment?
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When does the Christmas season begin? Do you put out decorations the day after 

Thanksgiving or do you start earlier? Judging by the Christmas décor in stores, it 

seems the Christmas season comes earlier and earlier each year. 

What about the beginning of the story of Jesus Christ’s coming in Scripture? Does 

it start on that holy night when he is born and laid in a manger? Or perhaps it starts 

earlier with the angel appearing to Mary, telling her that she will soon have a child who 

will be the Son of God. Or maybe it begins just a bit earlier with the angel appearing 

to Zechariah in the temple telling him that he and his wife would have a child who will 

prepare the way for the Lord, despite them both being well-seasoned in years. In the 

Gospel of John, the story begins much earlier. The story begins with creation.

The first five verses of John’s Gospel are stocked with references to the first five 

verses of Genesis. Both begin with the phrase “In the beginning” and note that 

God was present from the start. Both also emphasize the idea that God created 

the world out of nothing, as John puts it in verse 3, “Through him all things 

were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” Finally, both 

utilize language of light and darkness. As God created light and it permeated 

the void in Genesis, John emphasizes that the light of God’s Word, Jesus 

Christ, shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:5). 

God’s creation has not been completely undone by human sin, but 
rather his power is still effective. As God’s power worked mightily 
in creation, now God has become flesh (John 1:14) with the power 
through his self-sacrifice to recreate and redeem the world.
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LECTIO DIVINA
Read through John 1:1-5 three times (preferably out-loud), taking a brief pause 

of silence between phrases and between each reading. Highlight, underline, or 

note any words or phrases that stick out to you as you are reading the passage. 

Turn that word or phrase into a prayer, perhaps thanking God for what he has 

done or asking him to help you understand a word or phrase further.
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Have you ever experienced a “lightbulb” moment? It’s that experience when 

something finally makes sense that didn’t make sense before. Such moments are 

often accompanied by phrases such as “Now I see” or “I finally get it.” 

The Apostle Paul devoted his life to telling others about Jesus Christ following his 

own lightbulb moment. Paul, called Saul at the time, thought he saw clearly. He 

had made up his mind about Jesus through the stories he heard and chose not to 

believe in him. He was so against him that he was travelling around persecuting 

those who believed Jesus was the Christ. Yet as he was on his way to persecute 

more Christians, Jesus showed up and lit up the scene. As Acts 9:3 says, “suddenly a 

light from heaven flashed around him.” This lightbulb moment when Jesus revealed 

himself to Paul utterly changed the course of Paul’s life and he began to trust and 

obey him. David E. Garland, a New Testament scholar, comments on 2 Corinthians 

4:6 that what was an “external reality” for Paul at the time of his conversion with 

literal light shining around him, “became an internal reality” with the light of the 

knowledge of God shining in his heart.  

On our own, we lack the ability to spark such lightbulb moments when it comes to 

intimately knowing God. We rely on God to work in us and help us put our trust in 

him. Paul has confidence that God is able to do this work. In his second letter to 

the Corinthians, when Paul writes about how God makes his light (knowledge of his 

glory) shine in our hearts (4:6), he calls back to the language of Genesis, reminding 

his audience that this is the same God who said “Let light shine out of darkness.” The 

God who brought light in the beginning continues to bring his light (understanding 

of him) to our lives today through the person of Jesus Christ.
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JOHN NEWTON CAPTURED A BIT OF HIS OWN LIGHTBULB 
MOMENT IN THE LYRICS TO HIS BELOVED HYMN, 
“AMAZING GRACE”: “I ONCE WAS LOST, BUT NOW AM 
FOUND, WAS BLIND, BUT NOW I SEE.”  
As you reflect on your own life, where have you experienced lightbulb 

moments when God revealed himself to you?



Have you ever had a grand expectation of something, but then the reality didn’t meet 

your expectations? Over two thousand years ago, magi (scholars of astrology, sacred 

texts, etc.) noticed something unusual about a star in the night sky. Likely familiar 

with an Old Testament prophesy that linked a star with a powerful ruler for Israel 

(Num. 24:17), the magi set off to find this new ruler who would be God’s promised 

King. Following the star, they went where they expected to find the ruler of Israel, to 

Jerusalem, the center of civic and religious power in the region, but the child wasn’t 

there. When the magi ask, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?” 

they learn of the prophesy that the child will be born in Bethlehem. It wasn’t the 

place they expected to go, but the star that started their journey reappears and they 

journey on to Bethlehem to find and worship Jesus there. 

Jesus didn’t match a lot of people’s expectations when it came to being 

their King. They expected a powerful ruler, one who would free them from 

oppression under the Romans with military might. They wanted someone 

regal, someone to sit in the places of power with splendor and govern them. 

Instead of being born in a palace, this King was born and laid in a manger. 

Instead of sitting in the recognized places of power, he died on a cross with a 

sign intended to mock him, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews” (Matt. 27:37).  

Jesus’ reign as King did not meet many people’s expectations, but its 
reality far exceeded expectations for those willing to look to the cross 
and see their King there.

D
A

Y
  

0
7

  
| 

 W
E

E
K

 0
1

M A T T H E W  2 : 1 - 1 1

Let Earth  
Receive

Her King

Ad
ve

nt
 D

ev
oti

on
al

07
D E C E M B E R

QUESTION TO CONSIDER
Are we willing to worship God as he presents himself, even when he does 

not fit within your expectations? D
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, Thou Wisdom, from on high

And order all thing far and nigh

To us the path of knowledge show

And teach us in her ways to go

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might

Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height

In ancient times did give the law

In cloud and majesty and awe

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s stem

From every foe deliver them

That trust Thy mighty power to save

And give them victory over the grave

O come, Thou Key of David, come

And open wide our heavenly home

Make safe the way that leads on high

That we no more have cause to sigh

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high

And cheer us by thy drawing nigh

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night

And death’s dark shadow put to flight

O Come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind

Bid every strife and quarrel cease

And fill the world with heaven’s peace

JOHN MASON NEALE 

(TRANSLATOR) 1851
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Redeemer God, I thank you that you have brought light into the world with 
your coming as the prophesies said you would. Grant me the strength to rely 
on you, the True Light, to overcome the remaining areas of  darkness in and 
around me. Do not let me slip into the allure of  false lights nor pretend the 
areas of  darkness simply do not exist, but fill me with an active and secure 
hope in you. Like you have proclaimed through your prophets, you alone have 
brought and will bring light and life into this world. 
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Children don’t often look forward to the moment at bedtime when the lights are 

turned off and they are left alone in their room. When the time comes, they ask if the 

light could be left on a little longer or for their parents to stay in the room with them. 

They long for the comfort of the light and the presence of their parents to remain.

Today’s passage is about God remaining with his people. The Israelites have just 

been freed by God from slavery in Egypt and are setting off on their journey to the 

land God has prepared for them. God is with them on this journey, going ahead of 

them as a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire by night. Later on, the same 

cloud and pillar of fire are described as being over the tabernacle, “in sight of all the 

Israelites during all their travels” (Ex. 40:38). Imagine the comfort it must have been 

to have this visible reminder of God’s presence with them! But what about those 

moments when we don’t feel God’s presence with us and our circumstances feel all 

too real and threatening?

Throughout Scripture, prophecy directs God’s people toward his glory, encouraging 

them to live in the light of his coming to restore and make things right—even when 

their circumstances scream of despair. Many of these prophesies point ahead to a 

person, to the One who would become fully human in order to show the glory of God 

right in the midst of our broken world. As John writes, “The Word [Jesus] became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 

and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

This is the God who remains with us to be a constant light, comforting us 
with the assurance that he has and will bring restoration.
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EVEN WHEN WE KNOW THAT GOD IS PRESENT WITH US, 
SOMETIMES IT IS HELPFUL TO HAVE A VISUAL REMINDER. 
Today I invite you to take 3-5 minutes, light a candle, and spend a few 

moments in silence reflecting on how God’s presence brings light and hope 

even in the midst of difficult circumstances.
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What do you do when things get tough? Do you respond with a phrase like “I’ll do it / 

fix it / sort it out myself”? Do you turn to someone or something for help?

The first several chapters of Isaiah are addressed to the people of Judah in a time when 

they were relatively prosperous. While things were generally going well, however, there 

was the looming threat of invasion by the Assyrians. With the threat continuing to grow, 

where do the Israelites turn? They could turn to God and trust in him for salvation, but 

they instead turn to themselves. Forgetting that their prosperity was a gift from God 

to begin with, they believe that they, through their wealth, might be able to rescue 

themselves. As Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann writes, “prosperity breeds 

amnesia” (Brueggemann, Sabbath as Resistance). In short, it doesn’t end well for the 

Israelites with this self-rescue plan.

The prophet Isaiah forecasts a time when the Israelites’ plan will have failed and they 

will have found themselves destitute. Yet, even in their darkened circumstances, they 

continue to “look toward the earth” (Is. 8:22) in an attempt to find a solution within 

themselves. As Pastor Tim Keller notes on this passage, “Yes, they say, we are in darkness, 

but we can overcome it ourselves” (Keller, Hidden Christmas). Keller goes on to make 

the connection that we modern people are inclined to do the same: “Some look more 

to the state, some more to the market, and everyone looks to technology. Yet they share 

the identical assumption. Things are dark but we believe we can end that darkness with 

intellect and innovation.”

Our experience teaches us some situations are so tough that even if  we 
respond earnestly and really try to fix it ourselves, we simply can’t do so 
through our own power and ingenuity. We are dependent on God to rescue 
us. The good news of  Christmas is that he has come to do so.  
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QUESTION TO CONSIDER:
Is there something in your life that you are trying to fix yourself (a relationship, 

habit, situation, addiction) that you need to bring before God in prayer? 

What would it look like to rely on him to fix it rather than striving to fix it 

by yourself?
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“I got myself into this. I made a mistake and can’t undo it. I cannot fix what I broke. 

I deserve the blame.” Addressing God as the personified voice of Jerusalem, this is the 

sentiment the prophet Micah conveys as his people sit in darkness, pining for rescue. 

Notice how the prophet doesn’t blame God for their situation, but instead points the 

finger inward: “Because I have sinned against him, I will bear the Lord’s wrath” (Micah 7:9). 

Ultimately, however, the passage turns toward hope as it looks to the Lord for redemption.

While the people got themselves into this situation, the Lord is the one who 
will get them out of  it. God will plead “my case and uphold my cause. 
He will bring me out into the light, I will see his righteousness” (v. 9).
This pattern of having gotten oneself into a mess, acknowledging responsibility for that 

mess, and looking forward to God’s redemption from the mess is found all over Scripture. 

Consider the prophet Jonah, who knew that his attempt to run away from God caused 

a literal storm and landed him in the belly of a large fish. While sitting in the stinking, 

squishy darkness, he affirms that God will redeem him and bring him back into light, to 

“look again toward your holy temple” (Jonah 2:4). Or consider the prodigal son who took 

his inheritance prematurely and after reckless living ended up in a desperate state (even 

desiring the food pigs were eating). He acknowledges that he has sinned against his 

father and turns back to him looking for just a glimmer of redemption. He journeys from 

the dank pig sty into an unexpected, bright banquet, welcomed home by the goodness 

and mercy of his father (Luke 15). We land in messes that we, by our own power, cannot 

get out of, but we can look to the goodness of God who redeems, who brings his light 

to disperse the gloomy clouds of night.
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As you continue to reflect on looking to God for redemption, even in the 

midst of trying times, consider memorizing Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light 

and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life – 

of whom shall I be afraid?” Try repeating this verse a few times throughout 

the day today. 
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When was the last time you witnessed someone light up a room? Perhaps they had a 

radiant smile and infectious, joyful energy or perhaps they were talking about something 

that truly excited them. Whatever it was, we likely found ourselves attracted to that 

person. We want a bit of the joy and passion they have. 

John the Baptist was attractive. He didn’t necessarily fit with what was deemed 

physically attractive (he wore garments made of camel’s hair and lived in the wilderness), 

but his message was very alluring. People journeyed from their cities and towns into 

the wilderness to hear him speak about the coming, long-awaited Messiah. In the 

passage today, John’s father, having been visited by an angel telling him what his child 

would become, reflects on the message his son will declare. Like the prophets of old, 

John will speak of the Messiah as a rising sun who shines light on those living in darkness 

(Malachi 4:2). This is a message of hope! Take notice that while John’s message was 

attractive, his ultimate goal was not to attract people to himself, but to draw people to 

Jesus Christ. His role as a prophet was to point to the true light (John 1:8).

In directing people toward the true light, John also taught people how to 
follow that light. The first step was to repent, meaning to turn around. 
John invited people to turn away from their sin through confession. It’s like what we 

looked at yesterday, we acknowledge the mess we are in and the hurt we have caused 

and look forward to the redemption God provides. In acknowledging the wrong we have 

done, we open ourselves up to receive the light Christ brings. Turning towards the light 

involves pivoting away from the darkness.
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The Book of Common Prayer contains a prayer of confession. Take a moment 

to pray through this prayer, knowing that through Christ we are forgiven 

(Romans 8:1). “Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what 

we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, 

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
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“Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight, At the sound of his roar, sorrows will 

be no more, When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death, And when he shakes his 

mane, we shall have spring again.” This is how C. S. Lewis captures the anticipation 

and excitement about the coming of Aslan, a fictional parallel to Jesus, in his book, 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. Things will be restored and made right when 

Aslan, the true king of the fictional land of Narnia, comes to reign. 

The prophet Isaiah speaks of Christ’s coming with similar beauty, envisioning his 

coming to proclaim good news to the poor, bind up the brokenhearted, set the captive 

free, and release prisoners from darkness (Is. 61:1). When Jesus begins his ministry, 

he repeats this verse and says it is now fulfilled in his coming (Luke 4:18-21). He is 

the one who has come to restore and make things right. How beautiful! The Isaiah 

passage above testifies to the authority of Jesus Christ to do this restorative work. 

He is the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of  Peace, and of  his reign there will be no end. He is the one who brings 
light by his presence to those in darkness.
Did you notice in today’s passages what we need to do to bring about Christ’s reign? 

What do we need to do, as people living in darkness, to have the light dawn on us? I 

hope you didn’t find anything, because we don’t need to do anything. God accomplishes 

it all and all we do is receive it. As New Testament scholar Leon Morris comments on 

the passage, the people “are not seen as producing light; the light dawned for them as 

a new day dawns. The light that dispels their darkness is God’s good gift.”
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Children who are taught to believe in Santa take on a posture of waiting on 

Christmas Eve. They stay up late, hoping to hear the reindeer on the roof, the 

jingling of their bells, or Santa munching on cookies. Why? It’s because they 

are excited about the gifts they are about to receive. How do you take on a 

posture of waiting with eager expectation for the coming of Christ? Is this a 

gift you are excited to receive?
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“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is a hymn full of longing, asking God to come and 

make all things right. When we sing it, we do so with the knowledge that Jesus is our 

Emmanuel, God with us. God has done the work to restore all things to himself in the 

first advent of Jesus. Yet we continue to sing the hymn with longing as we wait for God 

to bring that work to its perfect fulfillment. We wait for the second advent, when Jesus 

will return. 

We are not left waiting in complete darkness.
The apostle Peter encourages us to hold onto the prophetic witness of Scripture that 

serves “as a light shining in a dark place” until Christ comes again (2 Peter 1:19). There 

are several places in Scripture that describe Christ’s second advent with “light” language. 

Isaiah speaks of the Lord’s presence being the bright light among the people in a place 

where sorrow will be no more (60:18-20). Revelation similarly looks forward to a city that 

has no need of the sun nor the moon, for God will be its light (21:23). In the same way, 

Peter looks forward to this day in terms of light, a day dawning with Jesus Christ as the 

morning star. 

While we wait in eager anticipation for the light, we don’t overlook the darkness and 

sorrows that currently surround us. We readily acknowledge that things are not as they 

should be, but we hope and long for all things to be restored. As Episcopal priest 

and Christian author Fleming Rutledge states in one of her advent sermons, “To be a 

Christian is to live every day of our lives in solidarity with those who sit in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, but to live in the unshakable hope of those who expect the dawn” 

(Rutledge, Advent).
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As we wait for God’s presence to be manifest and dispel all darkness, one 

way we can minister to others is by simply being present with them. Is there 

someone in your life who is going through a hard time (grieving a loss, battling 

illness, feeling lonely in this holiday season, etc.) whom you could spend 30 

minutes with this week? You don’t need to have the right words to say to 

cheer them up, just be present with them.
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Silent night, Holy night

All is calm, All is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child

Holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace

Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, Holy night

Shepherds quake at the sight

Glories stream from heaven afar

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia

Christ the Savior is born

Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, Holy night

Son of God, Love’s pure light

Radiant beams from thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus, Lord at thy birth

Jesus, Lord at thy birth

JOSEF MOHR, 1818

Silent

Savior God, thank you for humbling yourself  to be born of  a virgin and subject to death 
on a cross. You entered darkness and experienced death, in order that I may enter into your 
light and experience eternal life with you. How great is your love, O God! Help me to no 
longer live as a prisoner to sin, but eagerly follow you with my whole being. Let me live 
in hope as I reflect upon your first coming and look forward to your second, knowing that 
you will dispel all darkness and your radiant presence will shine throughout all the earth. 
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E V E N T
H I G H L I G H T

All Is Bright
Christmas Concert

SANCTUARY
4:00 P.M.

Christmas Tree 
Lighting Spectacular

6:00 P.M.



Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer compared the season of Advent to waiting in a prison cell, 

as he himself sat imprisoned at Tegel by the Nazis. In a letter to his friend Eberhard 

Bethge, dated November 21, 1943, he writes that while in a prison cell, “One waits, 

hopes, does this or that – ultimately negligible things – the door is locked and can only 

be opened from the outside.” Similarly in Advent, we wait for salvation from God as we 

acknowledge our inability to save ourselves. 

We imprison ourselves through sin. We lock the door on ourselves and need someone 

from the outside, someone free of all sin, to open it. It’s like experiencing a power outage 

where no one in the affected area knows how to restore the power. We all stumble 

about in darkness, waiting for someone to come who knows how to fix the power lines. 

As 1 John 1:5 declares, 

God isn’t just someone who knows how to restore the light, 
God is light. He is not stuck in our darkened situation caused by sin, but 
enters into it, bringing the light of  truth and restoration to wholeness by 
his very presence.
Jesus Christ, while entering into our darkness, comes from outside our situation. 

He is fully human, yet as the Nicene Creed (325 AD) asserts, he is “God from God, Light 

from Light, True God from True God.” The hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,” 

written two or three centuries later, describes the coming of Christ with the following 

lyrics, “as the light of light descending from the realm of endless day, that the power of 

hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.” God is light. He alone, coming from outside 

our situation to be with us, has the power to bring true light into this world darkened and 

imprisoned by sin.
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POINT TO PONDER
Charles Wesley, in his hymn “And Can It Be, That I Should Gain?”, reflects 

on the great love of God demonstrated in sending Christ to die for our sins, 

with the well-known refrain, “Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, 

should die for me!” Verse 4 reads as follows, “Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

fast bound in sin and nature’s night; Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray, I woke, 

the dungeon flamed with light; My chains fell off, my heart was free; I rose, 

went forth and followed Thee.” How do you respond to the light Christ brings? 
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Spot the theme in these lines from well-known Christmas hymns: “Silent night, 

holy night, Son of God, Love’s pure light” (Silent Night); “Hail the heaven born Prince of 

Peace, hail the Sun of Righteousness, Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in 

his wings” (Hark the Herald Angels Sing); “A child, a child, sleeping in the night, he will 

bring us goodness and light, he will bring us goodness and light” (Do You Hear What 

I Hear). Did you catch the connection? This is just a snapshot of the many Christmas 

songs celebrating Christ coming to be with us through highlighting the light he brings. 

Here, lying in a manger, fully human, is the light of God. As Pastor Tim Keller reflects, 

“There is light outside of  this world, and Jesus has brought that light 
to save us; indeed, he is the Light (John 8:12)” (Keller, Hidden Christmas). 

The light of Christ ushers in hope. Last week we looked at the hope set before the 

Israelites as God’s presence was visible to them in the cloud and pillar of fire as they left 

slavery in Egypt. That moment in their history was remembered by the Jews in Jesus’ day 

during the Feast of Tabernacles. Every night during the feast, candles would be lit as a 

reminder of God’s presence in the pillar of fire during that first exodus. It was a moment 

of looking back, but also one of looking forward as the people longed for the second 

exodus when the Messiah would come and bring restoration. When Jesus comes and 

declares that “I am the light of the world,” he is claiming that he is the Messiah. He is the 

one who comes to bring hope and restoration. 

The connection between Christ and the pillar of fire highlights the stunning nature of 

the Christmas narrative. Instead of a blazing, brilliant light penetrating the world, we get 

a small, soft baby born to a young couple in less than ideal circumstances. This little child 

is the light of the world.
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MEMORIZATION
Memorize John 8:12, remembering that when we speak of the light, we are 

not thinking of some abstract concept, but are looking to a particular person, 

Jesus, who brings about our redemption. “When Jesus spoke again to the 

people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”
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QUESTION TO CONSIDER
How do you assume and maintain a posture of eager expectation in your life, 

ready to receive and live into the light of Christ? D
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Waiting always involves expectation. We expect the line at the grocery 
store check-out to move quickly, so we wait to purchase our items. We 
expect a person to show up, so we wait for them. We expect the phone will 
ring, the event will begin, the traffic will clear, so we wait. 
Simeon was a man who waited with “prayerful expectancy” (v. 25, The Message). 

Throughout his life, Simeon had witnessed the suffering of his people and eagerly 

looked forward to their consolation. He waited because he had a firm expectation 

that the Messiah would indeed come to restore the people. He likely inherited this 

expectation from the prophets. When Simeon praises God in today’s passage, his words 

echo multiple passages in Isaiah, suggesting that he had saturated himself in the texts 

to the point where they flowed easily from his lips (see Isaiah 40:5; 42:6; 49:6; 52:10). 

There were many others who expected the Messiah from these texts, but Simeon also 

had a direct promise from the Holy Spirit that the Messiah would come during his lifetime 

(v. 26). He clung to this promise and waited.

What did Simeon’s waiting look like? Did he just sit back, relax, and wait for God to shower 

his promise upon him? Not really. Simeon assumed a posture of eager expectancy and 

readiness to receive. He continued to live a “righteous and devout” life, committed to 

living in accordance with God’s teaching. He was also ready to respond. When the Spirit 

prompted him, he hurried to the temple, arriving in time to meet Jesus. When Simeon 

takes Jesus into his arms, the Greek even conveys the sense that his arms were “bent as 

to receive” the child. As a result of his posture, he held Jesus in his arms, the light of the 

world who would indeed bring people to restoration.

L U K E  2 : 2 5 - 3 2

Jesus, Lord at 
Thy Birth
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QUIET REFLECTION
At the end of Good Friday services when the church remembers the crucifixion 

and death of Christ, the congregation exits from a dark sanctuary in silence. 

Take a few minutes today to sit in silence in a dark, quiet space away from 

the bright cheer and bustle of the Christmas season. While in that space, 

reflect on the price Christ paid by becoming vulnerable, even unto death, 

in order that we may live in the light of God’s presence. Conclude the time 

with a brief prayer of thanksgiving to God for what Christ has done.
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Have you ever paused to think about how vulnerable the Son of God became by 

assuming full humanity? Like any baby, Jesus was fragile. As Christian author Philip 

Yancey notes concerning Jesus’ birth, “A mule could have stepped on him” (Yancey, 

The Jesus I Never Knew).  

Jesus’ vulnerability is ultimately displayed on the cross. In that moment, Jesus took on 

our sin, though he himself had never sinned (2 Cor. 5:21). The punishment for sin is 

painfully steep. In his vulnerability, he was beaten by the Roman soldiers, humiliated 

before the crowds, pierced with nails, and hung on a cross to die. Old Testament prophets 

frequently associated the final punishment for sin with darkness, describing it as a day 

without light from the sun, moon, or stars. They said it would be a day of darkness and 

distress. The Gospel writers record how darkness filled the midday sky as Jesus suffered 

on the cross. The One who had come to illuminate the world entered the shadwolands 

of our sin and endured the darkness on our behalf. 

God’s presence is often described as light. Notice then how dense the darkness of the 

moment on the cross feels as Jesus cries out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” (Mk. 15:34). New Testament scholar James Edwards comments, “Rejected and 

scorned by Israel, sacrificed as a political pawn by Rome, denied and abandoned by 

his own followers, Jesus is wholly forsaken and exposed to the horror of humanity’s 

sin. Its horror is so total that in his dying breath he senses his separation from God.” 

Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ coming and bringing God’s light into the world. 

We must not forget that in bringing light, Jesus became vulnerable and 
entered into the darkness we deserved, in order that we may be restored into 
the full light of  God’s presence.

M A T T H E W  2 7 : 4 5 ;  M A R K  1 5 : 3 3 ;  L U K E  2 3 : 4 4

Holy Infant so 
Tender & Mild



D
A

Y
  

2
0

  
| 

 W
E

E
K

 0
3

Ad
ve

nt
 D

ev
oti

on
al

20
D E C E M B E R

PRACTICE OF PRESENCE
Our lives are full of interruptions. Every time you are interrupted today, 

take a brief moment to remember that God has come to be present with us. 

One way you could do this is by repeating the simple phrase, “I am here.” 
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What is your favorite Christmas tradition? Many of us have holiday habits enshrined by 

years of routine, yet, as all of us have experienced, there are times when things do not 

go according to plan. We often need to adjust to the interruption. So it was with the 

shepherds whose nightly routine was disturbed as angels appeared in the bright glory 

of God. This heavenly interruption was not, at first, a pleasant surprise to the shepherds. 

Luke notes that they “feared a great fear.” Despite their terror, they were able to hear 

the great news of the Messiah’s birth. A similiar interruption comes a few days after 

Jesus’ crucifixion. A few of the women who had followed Jesus during his ministry set 

out to fulfill their traditions of caring for the body after death. Upon arrival at the tomb, 

however, their plan is halted by luminous angels and the women’s initial response, like 

that of the shepherds, is terror. This interruption ultimately yields the life-transforming 

news that Christ has risen from the dead!

These disruptions are not momentary blips that distract the attention of the recipients 

before they carry on with their lives as before. Both the shepherds and the women actively 

respond to the message they have just received. Notice that their responses are not what 

would likely be within their comfort zone. Shepherds at the time were a despised class 

as their job kept them from participating in the daily life of society. To go into a town 

in search of a child had to be outside their ordinary routine and comfort zone. Similarly, 

the women step into an uncomfortable situation as their message is met with resistance 

and doubt, even from those who have closely followed Jesus during his ministry. 

The message the women and the shepherds have received is so marvelous 
and wonderful that they adjust their plans and reconfigure their lives to 
worship Christ and share the good news with others. 

L U K E  2 : 8 - 2 0 ;  2 4 : 1 - 1 1

Heavenly Hosts 
Sing Alleluia 
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QUESTION TO PONDER
Where have you seen glimmers of Christ’s restorative work in your life and in 

the lives of others you know? D
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Have you ever experienced an already – not yet situation? The person has already 

arrived, but you have not yet seen them. The bonfire has already started, but it is not 

yet roaring. Perhaps you are experiencing it now as it feels like Christmas is already 

here, but it is not yet December 25th. 

Christ has already come. The Son of  God, light of  the world, humbled 
himself  to be born of  a virgin and even died on a cross, in order that we 
who live in darkness, bound by sin, are freed to enter into his light.
This is reality now. God has redeemed us. God has paid the price for what was broken 

to be restored and now we wait for this restoration to reach its fullness. The final few 

chapters of Revelation describe what this restoration will be like when it reaches its 

fullness. The light of the presence of God, which shined in and through Christ, will be 

evident to all. Darkness will no longer be able to make us feel like we are separated 

from God, beyond the reach of his love and grace. We wait for this day—for the day 

of complete restoration—which is not yet here.

Christian author Henri Nouwen describes waiting as “never a movement from 

nothing to something. It is always a movement from something to something more” 

(Nouwen, Finding My Way Home). We wait for the day of full restoration because that 

restoration has already started; set in motion by Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection. 

What Christ has begun, he is faithful to finish. For us, it’s like watching the sunrise. 

We watch the horizon and see it turn brighter, but we do not stop watching at the 

first glimmer of light. We wait for the sun to fully appear. Similarly, we see glimmers 

of Christ’s restorative work now, but we know the restoration is not yet complete. 

There is so much more to come.

R E V E L A T I O N  2 1 : 2 3 ;  2 2 : 5

Dawn of 
Redeeming Grace



Come, Thou long-expected Jesus

Born to set Thy people free

From our fears and sins release us

Let us find our rest in Thee

Israel’s Strength and Consolation

Hope of all the earth Thou art

Dear Desire of every nation

Joy of every longing heart

Born Thy people to deliver

Born a child and yet a King

Born to reign in us forever

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring

By Thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone

By Thine all-sufficient merit

Raise us to Thy glorious throne

CHARLES WESLEY, 1745
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God who is, who was, and who is to come, I praise you for what you have 
done. You created light in creation and made us to delight in your presence. 
When we sinned and surrounded ourselves in darkness, you sent your Son to 
rescue us from our sins and restore us into right relationship with you, with one 
another, and with creation. You have brought us into the light of  your kingdom 
and graciously invited us, as citizens of  your kingdom, to participate in your 
restoration work through the power of  the Holy Spirit. Fill us with expectant 
hope, knowing that you will come again and usher in the fullness of  your 
kingdom, brimming with the light of  your presence.
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PRAISING THE LORD
There are many ways to praise God. Try writing a thank you note to God, 

praising him for what he has done. If you feel stuck for words, copy Psalm 100. 

Seal the note and put it under the tree. When you open gifts on Christmas, 

let the note be a reminder of the greatest gift of all. 
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From the moment the angel visited her, Mary began to experience a major identity 

shift. She went from a being a relative nobody to a somebody, part of something truly 

extraordinary. Elizabeth, Mary’s elder cousin, honors her exclaiming, “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that 

the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Luke 1:41-42). Mary also responds to this 

change by glorifying the Lord with praise, proclaiming that the Lord has done great 

things for her (Luke 1:46-55). 

To be in Christ is to undergo an identity shift of our own. Formerly we were people 

who lived in darkness, having shunned the light of God’s presence and truth. We 

pursued our own self-interests, choosing to believe that we know what is best 

for ourselves, not God. We imprisoned ourselves in sin and could not get out. 

The good news of  Christmas is that God has come to dwell among 
us, to dispel our darkness with his light, and release us from our sins. 
Those who put their faith in him are given a new identity. We are now people who live 

in the light! 1 Peter 2:9 describes this new identity and states the purpose of it: We are 

to praise God.

Mary’s new identity as the mother of Jesus did not make the rest of her life easy. After 

the birth of Jesus, she is followed by the cultural-shame of having a child out of wedlock, 

she flees to Egypt in the middle of the night when an angel warns them that Herod is 

seeking to kill Jesus, and she watches Jesus, her beloved son, die on the cross. Similarly, 

our lives will not be easy even as we live into our new identity. Our world is still broken by 

sin. Even in the midst of the brokenness, we are to lean into our new identity and praise 

God, knowing that full restoration is dawning on the horizon.

1  P E T E R  2 : 9

From our Fears & 
Sins Release Us
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E V E N T
H I G H L I G H T
Travelers Christmas 

Eve Service
SANCTUARY

6:00 P.M.

Christmas Tree 
Lighting Spectacular

7:00 P.M.



WORSHIP IN COMMUNITY
One candle flickering in the midst of darkness is beautiful, but there is 

something stunning about moments when there are a multitude of candles 

shining together, like what we experience during the Christmas Eve 

candlelight services. Join together with community today in worshiping 

Christ. You can do this through coming to the Christmas Eve services at 

church or by taking a moment to pray and read through the Christmas story 

with family and friends. 
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Have you ever noticed how bright real snow is? Snow seems to radiate light, even in the 

middle of the night. We know, however, that snow does not produce light on its own. 

It reflects light emitted by another source. 

When Jesus proclaims in the Sermon on the Mount that we are the light of the world, 

he is not suggesting that we are the source of that light. We are conductors of the 

light God produces. Christian author Evelyn Underhill frames it in the following way, 

“Every Christian is, as it were, part of the dust-laden air which shall radiate the glowing 

epiphany of God, catch and reflect his golden Light. Ye are the light of the world – 

but only because you are enkindled, made radiant by the one Light of the world” 

(Underhill, Light of Christ). We are not partner lights, contributing our light to that of 

Christ, but rather we are participants in his light.

Picture the candlelight moment at Christmas Eve services when we sing 
“Silent Night.” We do not each produce our own flame to light the candles. 
We rather tip our unlit candle to receive the light from the Christ candle as 
it is passed from one candle to another. We participate in his kingdom of  
light that he brings, we do not manufacture it on our own. 
How do we participate in the kingdom of light? How do we, with our lives, reflect 

the light of Christ? Matthew 5:16 suggests that we do this through good works. 

Remember that good works are not a means to salvation. Jesus has brought about our 

salvation through his birth, death, and resurrection. Good works on our part are simply 

a response of gratitude by which we participate with God in his work of restoration. 

As we celebrate the light Christ brings at Christmas, let us be mindful of how we shine 

that light to those around us.
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Christmas Eve Service
SANCTUARY
2:00, 4:00, 

6:00, 8:00 P.M.

Christmas Tree 
Lighting Spectacular
5:00, 7:00, 9:00 P.M.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
• As Christmas lights lead us to anticipate the coming of Christmas, is there 

something in your life that reminds you to live in-between the advents of 

Christ: living in gratitude for his first coming and eagerly expecting his second? 

• How can you continue to walk in the light of Christ post-Christmas?
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Having watched Christmas lights twinkle now for several weeks, we’ve finally made it 

to the big day. It is Christmas! It is a moment to be celebrated. In the next few days 

or weeks, the Christmas decorations and lights will be taken down as people return 

to life as usual. Is this really the end though? Has the anticipated moment passed by?

The soldiers who crucified Christ thought they were witnessing the end of his 

story. All four gospels record them casting lots at the base of the cross to see 

who would get to keep what seemed to them to be the best “gift” Christ had to 

offer, namely his robe. We know, however, that the cross is not the end of Jesus’ 

story. On the cross, Jesus purchased a gift of immeasurably greater value than 

his robe, he bought our salvation. He rescued us from darkness and secured our 

right “to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light” (Col. 

1:12). As we’ve explored through the past three weeks, we get to share in the 

inheritance here and now that the light of Christ has come. While this expected 

moment has come, we still expect something more. We wait to receive the 

fullness of the inheritance when Christ comes again. As Fleming Rutledge writes, 

“The church keeps her lamps burning through the night because she still 
expects her Lord. … Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 
again” (Rutledge, Advent). 
While in a few weeks we may no longer be walking in the light of twinkling Christmas 

lights, we are to always walk in the light of Christ. We are to continue delighting in the 

light of his word in Scripture and participating in his restoration work in gratitude for all 

he has done for us. We do this as we eagerly expect Christ’s coming again, the moment 

when he will bring us into his bright presence and we will experience full restoration.

C O L O S S I A N S  1 : 9 - 1 4
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