
THE GIFT - PART 2 
Introduction

The power that comes with the Holy Spirit brings many gifts— comfort is one of them. 
No matter what we are experiencing emotionally, we can look to the Holy Spirit for guidance on 
how to process through our anxiety and worry so that we may be filled with hope as he 
empowers us with joy and peace.  
 Doing this study as a small group, it would be best to have someone read the content out 
loud, stopping to ask the questions as they come. At the end of the guide there will be more 
questions to dive deeper into the material. This method was designed specifically for virtual 
small groups because conversations often need some help getting going through video 
conferencing. We pray this experience empowers you to experience the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 Start your time by asking: how are you? 
 What was stressful this week? What brought you joy? 
Read this Verse: 
Acts 2:38b-39: "You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself."  

Diving Deeper
 This week, we find ourselves in Acts 2, receiving a long awaited promise. The text 
says, “The Spirit descends at Pentecost - there came from heaven a sound like rushing 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting" (Acts 2:2). This promise, this 
gift, refers to the Spirit specifically coming to dwell with believers—with you and me. 
The Holy Spirit is always with us, but this doesn’t mean you will never feel alone. There 
is a difference between feeling alone and being alone. Loneliness is only one of many 
limitations we experiencing in the here now. However, even in the midst of our 
limitations and weaknesses the Spirit moves and works within us. For example, the 
conversation of Paul, a religious leader known for persecuting Christians, is an amazing 
example of what can happen when the Holy Spirit intersects and invades our lives. 

How has the Holy Spirit helped you in your weaknesses in this season?  



Acts 2 tells us that we are promised the gift of the Holy Spirit. In the sermon this weekend Pastor 
Chap talked about trying to be aware of when the Holy Spirit is acting in our lives. Here are 2 
ideas to help us put that into practice: 
 
1. Focus on the God’s Goodness 
So often in our limitations we focus on what we don’t have rather than what God has given us. 
So often in life we encounter obstacles that make us painfully aware of our limitations. However, 
a theme we see all throughout the Bible is that the obstacle is the way. God uses obstacles in our 
way to help refine us into the men and women he’s created us to be. The role of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives is to guide us through the obstacles away from despair and into a glorious hope of 
who he is creating us to be. When we focus on God’s goodness—even in times of pain—it 
reminds us to see where God is at work in spite of our circumstances.  
What is a limitation you have experienced that the Holy Spirit used to grow your 
character?  

2. Practice Obedience  
As the Spirit was moving to enact Paul’s conversion within his limitations, the Spirit was also at 
work in Ananias (Acts 9). Ananias expresses obedience to the Spirit while facing his human 
limitations. He didn’t know what was going to happen when he showed up for Paul, or how Paul 
would react to his help. But Ananias played a crucial role in supporting the newly converted 
Paul.  Participating in the Spirit’s work can lead us in unexpected ways; but, by choosing to obey 
the leading of the Spirit, we lay aside our limitations for all that God has for us. Obedience 
fosters trust, and trust reorients our posture towards service and love even in the midst of risk, 
uncertainty, and fear.  
Is there a difficult person in your life whom God is calling you to love in this 
season? 

Let’s Talk About It 
 1. Have you felt alone in this season? How have you clung to Jesus?  

2. How have you seen God work in your limitations? 

The Main Idea 
3. What failed expectations have enabled your ability to trust in something promised? 
4. How aware of you on a day-to-day basis of the Holy Spirit working in your life? 
5. What are practical ways you can begin to focus on God’s goodness this week? 

Pray 
Take a minute to pray for the members of the Group and how God is wanting to help each person 
encounter his power this week.
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