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T HE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

“A Bible in Every Hand—God’s Story in Every Heart.”

This is the church’s vision for the next 12-18 months! We
desire for everyone in our church to have a Bible, and to study
God’s Word on a regular, consistent basis. By doing so, we
allow God’s story to penetrate our hearts and our lives.

Therefore, we are inviting the entire St. Andrew’s Church
family to explore God'’s Story together by reading through the
Narrative of Scripture in The Story during the next six months.

The Story is your opportunity to encounter God in his Word
like never before. The Story is a collection of basic Bible stories
that tell the whole story, beginning to end and, through that
story you will receive a solid overview of the Bible.

This workbook is designed to help you understand and then
respond to God’s word. We hope that in the next 22 weeks
you will discover (or rediscover) God’s Story. It is our prayer
that you will find your story woven into His grander story.

To use this workbook, read one or two chapters of The Story
each week and be guided by its daily reflection questions.
Each day, the questions in this workbook prompt you to
“Consider” how each situation that is described in the reading
impacted the lives of God’s people in Scripture as well as how
the readings inform your own life. The “For Further Reading”
section is optional but will provide a broader understanding of
each day’s themes.

With great anticipation in Christ,

T N2

Richard Kannwischer
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T HE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 1 - CREATION
WEEK 1: DAY ONE — READING

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 1 of The Story

This reading covers: Genesis 1-4; 6-9

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you.
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T HE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 1 - CREATION
WEEK 1: DAY TWO

Reflect on: The Story of Creation (Genesis 1-2)

Summary: God shows the incredible nature of his creative
ability.

Consider:
What word would you use to describe the God who is
revealed in the Creation narrative?

What is a place in creation that reveals God’s glory to you and
helps you connect with him?

How do you reflect the image of God?

For further reading: Psalm 148; John 1:1-18;
Colossians 1:15-20

Prayer: Father, indeed You are the creator of all things. Help
me to see your hand in everything around me. Help me to
marvel at your beauty and reflect on your wisdom. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Y

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 1 - CREATION
WEEK 1: DAY THREE

Reflect on: The Fall (Genesis 3-4)

Summary: By pursuing their story instead of God’s story,
Adam and Eve enter into sin.

Consider:

The story of the fall indicates that every part of God’s good
creation was fractured by Adam’s and Eve’s rebellion. As you
observe our world, what evidence do you see that the world
was created to be a good and beautiful place?

Where do you see evidence that it is broken by sin?

Adam and Eve rejected God'’s vision for their lives and
declared that they wanted to run their own universe and be
their own gods. How do you see that same sinful desire and
behavior in your life?

For further reading: Isaiah 14:12-15; Ephesians 6:10-20;
1 Peter 5:8-9

Prayer: Father, help me remember that | live in the midst of a
great battle. Help me to see this battle in the great and small
choices placed before me every day. In these choices, help me
to choose to follow You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

-4-
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 1 - CREATION
WEEK 1: DAY FOUR

Reflect on: The Flood (Genesis 6-9)

Summary: Due to man’s complete rebellion, God chooses to
start again.

Consider:
The flood is both an act of judgment and salvation. How do
you see these two activities of God reflected in the story?

How do these themes differ from the “popular” picture of God
that is often presented in this passage?

What do you need to do to live like Noah in the midst of dark
times?

For further reading: Matthew 5:14-16; Romans 3:10-18;
Hebrews 11:7

Prayer: Father, again today we live in dark times. Thank you
for sending Jesus as the light. Use me to shine light in this
world and make a difference for You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 2 - GOD BUILDS A NATION
WEEK 2: DAY ONE — READING

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 2 of The Story

This reading covers: Genesis 12-13; 15-17; 21-22; 32-33; 35;
Romans 4; Hebrews 11

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you:
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T HE

CHAPTER 2 - GOD BUILDS A NATION
WEEK 2: DAY TWO

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

Reflect on: God'’s Faithfulness (Genesis 12-22)

Summary: God shows himself to be a faithful promise maker
and Abraham'’s test proves he is fully committed to God.

Consider:
What sacrifices has God asked you to make recently? What
would it cost you to obey?

God would like you to put away your personal feelings of
inadequacy and simply follow. List several ways you can
demonstrate your faith in God through obedience and
sacrifice.

For further reading: Hebrews 11:8-10, 17-19

Prayer: Heavenly Father, instill in me the same kind of faith
that moved Abraham to obey when you called him to another
place, and helped him follow your commands, even at great
loss to himself. Help me to truly know your commands by
reading your word and meditating on it. Let me not be
deceived by false teachings and misleading instruction. Grant
me discernment so | might know the truth from the lie and
then give me the ability to follow truth. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 2 - GOD BUILDS A NATION
WEEK 2: DAY THREE

Reflect on: God’s Plans (Genesis 23-36)

Summary: God’s plans will succeed in spite of our
shortcomings.

Consider:

How long did Isaac and Rebekah wait for God to give them a
child? (See Genesis 25:20 and 25:26) What have you been
praying for that seems to be taking a long time to be fulfilled?

What might you do to hurry things along? Why is it better to
wait on the Lord’s timing?

What price did Jacob pay for his deceitfulness? What lesson
can you learn from what he did to his brother and to Laban?

For further reading: Proverbs 19:21

Prayer: Heavenly Father, my timing is so different from yours.
Please, help me to look at things as You do. Grant me patience
without painful trials. Help me to trust You for the fulfillment
of my prayers and not to become weary with waiting.
Encourage me in some way. As a human, | need little gifts of
encouragement so that | will not give up. Increase my faith so
that | might truly trust You, not only with the present but also
with my future. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

-8-
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 3 — JOSEPH: SLAVE TO DEPUTY PHARAOH
WEEK 2: DAY FOUR-READING

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 3 of The Story

This reading covers: Genesis 37; 39; 41-48; 50

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you:
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T HE

CHAPTER 3 — JOSEPH: SLAVE TO DEPUTY PHARAOH
WEEK 2: DAY FIVE

Reflect on: Faithfulness and God’s Provision (Genesis 37-49)

Summary: Joseph demonstrates faithfulness to God regardless
of circumstances.

Consider:

Think back on your life and any time you were in a struggle
between faithfulness and sin. Was there a time when you
chose specifically one way or the other? What were the
circumstances? How did it turn out? Did the experience bring
you closer to God? Or did it place a wedge between the two of
you?

While we are worrying and fretting over the concerns of our
day-to-day tasks, God is working behind the scenes to take
care of our needs. We cannot always see what he is doing.
What worries do you have today that you can give to Him?

For further reading: Lamentations 3:22-24; Philippians 4:6-7,

Prayer: Father, thank you for proving your faithfulness to me
every day. Help me to choose to be faithful to You, no matter
my circumstances. Through the experiences in my life, may we
create a history of faithfulness together. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

-10 -
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CHAPTER 3 — JOSEPH: SLAVE TO DEPUTY PHARAOH
WEEK 2: DAY 6

FINDING YOUR STORY
IN GOD’'S STORY

Reflect on: Sovereignty (Genesis 50)
Summary: God is sovereign and is working out his plan.

Consider:

Do you have God on a shelf where you can reach him when you
want him? s he stuffed neatly in the closet where you can close
the door to keep him from being heard at the wrong times? Or
is God at the center of your life?

The Author of your story wants to write each chapter. He
wants to watch your character develop in the image of his
son. Are you willing to give him permission? God is in control.
Will you rest in that?

For further reading: Romans 8:28, Jeremiah 29:11

Prayer: Almighty God, Loving Father, | am humbled by your
majesty and might. | am humbled by your sovereignty. | am
eternally grateful for your love for me. You always want what
is best, and You always know what it is. You always know the
best way that it should happen. | want to trust You to work
out your will in your way in my life. Help me to do that Lord.
Every day. Starting today. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 4 — DELIVERANCE
WEEK 3: DAY ONE-READING

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Reflect on why God
might highlight this for you today. In the space provided
below, write down the words or phrases that leap out at you.
Today’s reading: Read Chapter 4 of The Story

This reading covers: Exodus 1-7; 10-17

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you:
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T HE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 4 — DELIVERANCE
WEEK 3: DAY TWO

Reflect on: God’s Choice (Exodus 1-4)

Summary: God chooses an unwilling and unqualified leader in
the person of Moses.

Consider:

Because of his privileged Egyptian upbringing, Moses was not
liked by the Hebrews. After committing murder, he was exiled
from Egypt. By his own admission, he was a poor
communicator. He hardly seemed a prime candidate to
spearhead Israel’s deliverance. Yet God chose Moses. What
does that tell you about God’s ability to know a person’s true
potential? What promise did God give Moses to bolster his
self-confidence? (See Exodus 3:12)

Have you ever felt unwilling or unqualified to serve or to
follow a calling from God? What promise does God give you?

For further reading: 1 Samuel 16:6-13; Isaiah 41:10-13;
Acts 4:8-13; 1 Corinthians 12:4-12

Prayer: Holy Spirit, show me what You want me to do for your
kingdom. Help me overcome my self-doubt. Give me
confidence, knowing that You will be with me every step of
the way. In Jesus’ name, | pray, Amen.

-13 -
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 4 — DELIVERANCE
WEEK 3: DAY THREE

Reflect on: God’s Provision (Exodus 5-14; 15-17)

Summary: God’s deliverance shows his authority over all
things and all people. God meets our needs daily to keep us
close to him.

Consider

Doesn’t it seem unfathomable that with all the miracles
Pharaoh witnessed, he still would not concede to God’s
authority? Have there been times when you’ve doubted God’s
authority or questioned why certain things happen? How does
this story affirm your belief that God is totally in charge?

It seems as if the Israelites constantly worried about their
future, doubting God would provide. Each day the people
gathered only enough manna for that day. What lesson was
God trying to instill by not allowing them to stockpile? How
has God graciously provided for your essential needs?

For further reading: Isaiah 55:8-11; Romans 8:28; Psalm 111;
Matthew 6:25-34

Prayer: Sovereign God, thank you for being in charge of my

life. | need You today. Help me surrender each moment to
You. Amen.

-14 -
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 5 — NEW COMMANDS & NEW COVENANT
WEEK 3: DAY FOUR-READING

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 5 of The Story

This reading covers: Exodus 19-20; 24-25; 32-34; 40

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you.

Y
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 5 — NEW COMMANDS & NEW COVENANT
WEEK 3: DAY FIVE

Reflect on: Ten Commandments (Exodus 19-32)

Summary: God’s people respond to his commandments, but
their obedience is short-lived.

Consider:

God has kept the Israelites through many tough times in Egypt
and while escaping slavery. When God gives them his
commandments, they respond in one voice saying,
“Everything the Lord has said we will do.” In what ways has
God kept you through tough times and struggles? In what
ways have you followed God into the unknown like the
Israelites into the desert?

Why do you think the Israelites would continue to forget how
God kept and protected them? Why would they have the most
difficult time keeping the first and second commandments
with worshipping idols and other gods?

For further reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17
Daniel 3:16-18; Isaiah 40:30-31; Psalm 61

Prayer: Lord, thank you for keeping me and sustaining me in
tough times. | pray | will do anything You say and follow You
into the unknown in the knowledge that You will protect me
and bless me. In your name | pray, Amen.

-16 -
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 5 — NEW COMMANDS & NEW COVENANT
WEEK 3: DAY SIX

This reading covers: God’s Presence (Exodus 33-40)

Summary: Moses expresses dependence upon the presence of
God

Consider:

Moses proclaims God to be a “compassionate and gracious
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”
Where have you seen God exhibit these qualities in your own
life?

Moses’ face is radiant because he has spoken with the Lord.
After speaking with God, how has your life been changed? Can
people see this change just as they could see Moses’ glowing
face?

For further reading: Romans 5:6-8; 2 Corinthians 3:7-18

Prayer: Lord, thank you for your compassion and grace. Thank
you for your love and faithfulness. Please take away my sin
and help me to leave a legacy of righteousness to my children
and grandchildren. Please have people see the radiance in my
face after speaking to You. Please let them see the way You
change me. Thank you, Lord. Amen.

-17 -
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 6 — WANDERING
WEEK 4: DAY ONE-READING

T HE

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 6 of The Story

This reading covers: Numbers 10-14; 20-21; 25; 27;
Deuteronomy 1-2; 4; 6; 8-9; 29-32; 34

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you.

Y

-18 -




T HE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 6 — WANDERING
WEEK 4: DAY TWO

Reflect on: Ingratitude and rebellion (Numbers 10-25)

Summary: God’s people continually complain about their
circumstances and refuse to enter the Promised Land.

Consider:

The Israelites complained about the food, the journey, the
lack of water. Miriam and Aaron complained about Moses and
his Cushite wife. What do you continually complain about?
What was God's reaction to the Israelites' complaints? What
can you do to eliminate the complaints in your life?

Consider a time when you missed God's blessing because you
doubted his word. Perhaps you are standing at a crossroads
right now. If God is calling you to move, what's the delay?

For further reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-12; Hebrews 11; 13:5-
6

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for all You have given me: the
blessings, because they are more than | ever could have
imagined, and the afflictions, because they are less than |
deserve. They have brought me closer to You. Whenever |
start to complain, bring to my mind the example of the
Israelites. Help me to be grateful in all situations and to bring
honor to your name. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

-19-
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 6 — WANDERING
WEEK 4: DAY THREE

Reflect on: Moses’ Final Days (Numbers 27 and Deuteronomy
1-34)

Summary: Moses reminds the people of what is before them;
the choice of life or death.

Consider:

One of God's greatest reminders appears many times in
Scripture. He focuses on the main reason we hesitate. Fear.
He repeats over and over again in Scripture, "Fear not." Are
you up to the challenge? As you stand at the threshold, can
you step ahead with confidence? Can you envision the
blessing that awaits you on the other side?

For further reading: Numbers 14:1-9; Hebrews 10:35-39

Prayer: Heavenly Father, fear is my greatest enemy right now.
It comes from within. That is where You must work — within
me, to eliminate fear and to instill a boldness that will move
me to obey You, no matter what the cost. Deal mercifully with
me, Lord, as | choose to obey You. Pave the way. Make my
paths straight. Grant me the assurance | need to continue on.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

-20-
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 7 — THE BATTLE BEGINS
WEEK 4: DAY FOUR

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 7 of The Story

This reading covers: Joshua 1-2; 6; 8; 10-11; 23-24

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you

Y
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CHAPTER 7 — THE BATTLE BEGINS
WEEK: DAY FIVE

Reflect on: God’s Reputation with Rahab (Joshua 1-2)

Summary: Rahab demonstrates that God is well-known for
what he has done.

Consider:
How did Rahab know about the God of the Israelites? What
specific details did she know?

What evidence of God do people around you see in your life?
What can you do to help them see God as the Savior he is?

For further reading: 2 Corinthians 2:4-16

Prayer: Heavenly Father, You are mighty to save. Thank you
for witnessing in the lives of Christians. Like the children of
Israel long ago, will You make yourself known through me to
those around me? In Jesus’ name, Amen
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T HE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 7 — THE BATTLE BEGINS
WEEK 4: DAY SIX

Reflect on: Complete Destruction (Joshua 6-11; 23-24)

Summary: God’s people completely destroy the cities they
conquer as they take the land. Continual, absolute allegiance
to God was needed to live in this new land.

Consider:

Our God is a jealous God, and is not willing to share with
anything that may take our focus from him. What do you need
to rid yourself of, in order to ensure complete devotion to
God?

Joshua is about to die. He calls his people together and
reviews where God has taken them and what God has done.
Do you ever review your own history and let yourself be
reminded of where God has taken you?

Just like the Israelites, we need complete allegiance to God in
order to live the best way we can. End your time today
pledging your allegiance to God. Write your prayer out in your
journal as a reminder of your pledge.

For further reading: 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Joshua 24:15

Prayer: Father, You are my one true God. Please remove the
distractions of the world around me. As | go through my day,
help me to keep things in perspective so that You are always
in the front. Demolish the strongholds in my life that take me
away from You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 8 — A FEW GOOD MEN...AND WOMEN
WEEK 5: DAY ONE

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 8 of The Story

This reading covers: Judges 2-4; 6-8; 13-16

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you:

Y
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T HE

CHAPTER 8 — A FEW GOOD MEN...AND WOMEN
WEEK 5: DAY TWO

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

Reflect on: One Generation (Judges 2-3)

Summary: Our faith truly is only one generation away from
extinction.

Consider: We read a startling revelation, “After that whole
generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another
generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he
had done for Israel.” What responsibility does God place on
you to insure that the next generation grows up learning
about Him?

Who did God place in your life to serve as a Christ-like model
for you, and to whom are you an example?

For further reading: Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Mark 10:13-16; 2
Timothy 1:3-7

Prayer: Dear Father, thank you for trusting me to be your
hands and feet to others. By my teaching and by my example,
help me foster in them a love for You that will last a lifetime.
In Jesus’ name | pray, Amen.
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IN GOoD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 8 — A FEW GOOD MEN...AND WOMEN
WEEK 5: DAY THREE

Reflect on: Willing But Unqualified (Judges 4-8; Judges 13-16)

Summary: God shows Himself strong when we allow Him to
work through us. Although Samson was gifted by God, his
heart was not fully devoted to Him.

Consider:

Take a moment to think about God’s purpose for your life. Can
you identify with Gideon, who asked for signs and proof
before committing? Are there areas in your life where God is
calling you to step out in faith?

What can we learn from seeing the results of Samson’s sinful
lifestyle? In the end, Samson was given his strength back,
resulting in the defeat of Israel’s enemy. What did Samson do
to receive God’s help?

For further reading: Proverbs 16:3; Isaiah 26:1-8; Mark 10:23-
27; Hebrews 11

Prayer: God, today and every day use me for your purpose.
Through your Spirit, give me confidence to know that with
your help | can accomplish your goals. In Jesus name, | pray,
Amen.

-26-

Y
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CHAPTER 9 — THE FAITH OF A FOREIGN WOMAN
WEEK 5: DAY FOUR

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 9 of The Story

This reading covers: Ruth 1-4

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you.

FINDING YOUR STORY
IN GOD’'S STORY
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IN GOoD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 9 — THE FAITH OF A FOREIGN WOMAN
WEEK 5: DAY FIVE

Reflect on: Commitment (Ruth 1-4:13)

Summary: The book of Ruth paints a beautiful picture of
absolute commitment. Boaz shows selflessness in carrying out
his family responsibilities.

Consider:

Ruth does not leave Naomi during her darkest time. What
does this show about Ruth’s character? When was a seemingly
hopeless time in your life that God showed up and did
something surprising and unexpected?

How does Ruth’s example challenge you to grow as a faithful
follower of Jesus?

How does Boaz serve as an Old Testament picture of Jesus?

For Further Reading: Philippians 2:1-11; Romans 5:1-5

Prayer: Lord, please make me as faithful and consistent with
my character as Ruth. Thank you for my friends and family
who have this same level of commitment and love. Thank you
in Jesus name, Amen.
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 9 — THE FAITH OF A FOREIGN WOMAN
WEEK 5: DAY SIX

Reflect on: God’s Story (Ruth 4:13-22)

Summary: The end of Ruth’s story reminds us of the ongoing
nature of The Story.

Consider:

Ruth and Boaz had a son named Obed who was the
grandfather of David and an ancestor of the Messiah, Jesus.
What does this blessing to Naomi tell you about what happens
when God restores us?

Why do you think the eventual line of Jesus was born out of
this story? Even Jesus had ancestors with tough times and
famines in their life stories.

Can you recognize some similarities with your story and the
story of Jesus’ family?

For Further Reading: Luke 1:26-33; Galatians 3:26-29

Prayer: Jesus, thank you that You can relate to the times of
darkness in my life. Your family had tough times but God
continued to give them a hope and a future. Help me see your
light; that it would be a hope and a future in my times of
struggle and darkness. Thank you for being intertwined in my
story. Amen.
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 10 — STANDING TALL, FALLING HARD
WEEK 6: DAY ONE

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 10 of The Story

This reading covers: 1 Samuel 1-4; 8-13; 15

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you.

Y
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IN GOD’'S STORY
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CHAPTER 10 — STANDING TALL, FALLING HARD
WEEK 6: DAY TWO

Reflect on: Hearing God (1 Samuel 1-4)

Summary: Samuel needed help learning to hear the voice of
God.

Consider:

Three times the Lord called on Samuel and three times the
boy ran to Eli the priest. The fourth time, Samuel responded
instead to God. How can we recognize when God is calling us
to service, and what is our source of confirmation?

What can we learn about communicating with God as we see
Samuel’s story unfold?

For further reading: Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your word in
Scripture. Help me to use it for guidance, for restoration and
for praising You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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CHAPTER 10 — STANDING TALL, FALLING HARD
WEEK 6: DAY THREE

Reflect on: Following the Crowd (1 Samuel 8-15)

Summary: God’s people reject him as their leader so they can
be like everyone else.

Consider:

The Israelites wanted to be like everyone else. They wanted a
king to rule them instead of God. Think about a situation in
which you made a choice to please others while your choice
obviously would displease God.

Saul became afraid when Samuel didn't show up to make a
sacrifice before a great battle, so he decided not to wait. He
made the sacrifice, even though this was outside the Lord's
will. Saul was acting out of impatience. Like Saul, we
sometimes get ahead of God even though it is contrary to His
word and His call. When have you done this?

God’s desire is to reveal his presence, power, and plan to the
world and thus restore people’s relationship with him. How do
you see God reveal these things in this chapter?

For further reading: Matthew 6:24; James 4:4-10

Prayer: Heavenly Father, it is so easy to be a people pleaser.
But so often that is a choice that leads us farther away from
You. Help me draw near to You so that You will draw near to

me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
-32-

Y



T HE

CHAPTER 11 — FROM SHEPHERD TO KING
WEEK 6: DAY FOUR

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 11 of The Story

This reading covers: 1 Samuel 16-18; 24; 31; 2 Samuel 6; 22; 1
Chronicles 17; Psalm 59

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you.

Y
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CHAPTER 11 — FROM SHEPHERD TO KING
WEEK 6: DAY FIVE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

This reading covers: David Chosen (1 Samuel 16-17)

Summary: God looks into the heart and chooses David as the
future king.

Consider:

God sees directly into our hearts and can judge our motives.
Think of someone with whom you have a hard time. Perhaps
you are angry at this person or persons and consider them to
be an adversary at work or in the family. The best way to
change our hearts toward another is to honestly and sincerely
pray for that person. Not about that person, but for that
person.

Make sure your prayer has nothing to do with changing the
one with whom you struggle. In fact, it is a good thing to ask
God to change you.

For further reading: Psalm 139

Prayer: Father today | want to pray for .l ask
that You would bring great blessing into their life today. | pray
for your peace upon them. | pray for a rich anointing for the
job that they have to do. Rain grace down upon

Help me, Lord, to learn all | need to learn. Teach me how to
see others through your eyes. Change my heart. In Jesus’
name, Amen.
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CHAPTER 11 — FROM SHEPHERD TO KING
WEEK 6: DAY SIX

Reflect on: David Honors God (1 Samuel 18, 19, 24, 31; 2
Samuel 6, 22; 1 Chronicles 17; Psalm 59)

Summary: David expresses his faith that God will protect him
from Saul. David cares for the ark. God promises a son will
succeed him.

Consider:

David had his share of struggles and sin. Through it all he was
a man who sought after God’s heart. What are the things that
tend to distract your heart and pull it away from God?

Many of God’s children had long seasons of waiting (often in
tough times and sometimes in a desert). How can God use
times of waiting and challenging seasons of life to prepare us
for our future?

For further reading: Psalm 59; Esther 4:9-17; 2 Peter 3:8

Prayer: Father, help me to know when to act and when to

wait. | want You to be in control, but sometimes | move

ahead. Keep me from moving forward with things that need

time. Keep me from getting ahead of You, Lord. Help me to

have the faith | need that You will take care of me and the

circumstances that surround me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOoD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 12 - TRIALS OF A KING
WEEK 7: DAY ONE

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the themes that
emerge and listen for a particular word or a phrase through
which God speaks to you. Reflect on why God might highlight
this for you today. In the space provided below, write down
the words or phrases that leap out at you.

Today’s reading: Read Chapter 12 of The Story

This reading covers: 2 Samuel 11-12; 18-19; 1 Chronicles 22;
29; Psalms 23; 32; 51

Capture below the words or phrases meaningful to you.

Y

-36-




T HE

FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

CHAPTER 12 - TRIALS OF A KING
WEEK 7: DAY TWO

Reflect on: Repentance and Forgiveness (2 Samuel 11-12; 18;
Psalm 32; 51)

Summary: David repents after realizing the depth of his sin

and expresses gratitude for God’s forgiveness (Psalm 32 & 51).

Consider:

What were some of the consequences of David’s sins? Despite
how our sin affects others, why is sin first and foremost an
offense against God?

God used the prophet Nathan to confront David about his sin.
What should our role be regarding accountability with fellow
Christians?

Have you ever been negligent in expressing your thankfulness
to God for his gifts of salvation and forgiveness? Spend some
time thanking God for some specific ways he has forgiven you.

For further reading: Psalm 103; Isaiah 59:1-3; Matthew 18:21-
35; Acts 2:38; Romans 6:23; Galatians 6:1-3; 1 John 1:9-10

Prayer: Heavenly Father, | come before You acknowledging
those things | have done that separate me from You. | am
sorry. Through the death and resurrection of Your Son on my
behalf, | ask for forgiveness. In His name | pray, Amen.
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CHAPTER 12 - TRIALS OF A KING
WEEK 7: DAY THREE
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Reflect on: Trust (1 Chronicles 22, 29; Psalm 23)
Summary: David communicates his trust in God (Psalm 23).

Consider:
Do you sense that as David’s life was coming to an end, he felt
closer to God than he ever had?

One way he showed his joy and trust in God was with
generous giving. Do you have a generous heart when it comes
to giving back to God?

How do the words of Psalm 23 reinforce your certainty of
God'’s protection and provision every day?

For further reading: Proverbs 3:5-6; Philippians 4:6-7;
1 Timothy 6:17-19

Prayer: God, thank you so much for the generous way in
which You care for me. Like David, | trust You as my protector,
shepherd and the provider of all my needs. Surely your
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life. In
Jesus’ name | pray. Amen.

-38 -

Y



FINDING YOUR STOR
IN GOD’'S STORY

T HE

CHAPTER 13 — THE KING WHO HAD IT ALL
WEEK 7: DAY FOUR

Find a quiet place, free from distraction (as much as possible).
Sit quietly with The Story or your Bible. Make an offering to
Jesus of this time, and commend to Him all the worries,
obligations and hassles of the day.

Read the chapter or passage attentively. Note the